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1  Each chapter of this exhibition catalog corresponds to a gallery of the Maritime 
Museum, with plates and descriptions of major artifacts.  

2  Throughout the catalog, East Asian names are listed in the order of family name 
followed by first name.

3  When necessary or useful, Chinese characters are provided. The following standard 
systems have been adopted for the transliteration of East Asian names and texts: 
Revised Romanization System (2000) for Korean, Hanyu Pinyin System for 
Chinese, and the Hepburn System for Japanese. 

4  Details of the artifacts are provided in the following order: name or title, date, 
dimensions, provenance, current owner or institution, and cultural heritage 
designation number. If no owner or institution is given, the artifact is part of the 
collection of the National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural Heritage. 

5  The dimensions of the artifacts are given in the following order: for ceramic vessels, 
height, diameter (mouth), diameter (foot); for other objects, length, width, and 
height. All dimensions are in centimeters.  

6  The National Museum of Korea and Gwangju National Museum loaned some works 
from their collection for this exhibition. Gyeongju National Museum, Gimhae 
National Museum, National Library of Korea, and Kyujanggak Institute for Korean 
Studies provided photos of their works for the catalog. 

7  The collection marked the registration number but exclued the non-registering items.
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The National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural Heritage was founded in 1981 as the Mokpo 

Conservation Center, a branch of the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage. The institution was 

created specifically to conserve and research the Sinan shipwreck, a sunken merchant vessel dating from 

China’s Yuan Dynasty(1271-1368), as well as the salvaged artifacts from that ship. Since the excavation 

and research of the Sinan shipwreck, the importance of underwater cultural heritage has been highlighted 

by the discovery of two more major shipwrecks in the region: the Wando Island Ship (a vessel transporting 

Goryeo celadon) and the Jindo Island Ship (a dugout canoe of China). In accordance, the National 

Maritime Museum opened in 1994, with the mission of researching maritime cultural heritage. To 

emphasize this mission, the institute was reorganized in 2009 to become the National Research Institute of 

Maritime Cultural Heritage, which continues to operate the Maritime Museum. 

Along with maritime excavations, the institute also restores traditional ships, conserves salvaged relics, 

and conducts archaeological and anthropological research on maritime cultural objects. In addition, the 

institute organizes exhibitions and presents education programs on various topics related to maritime 

cultural heritage.

Operated by the institute, the Maritime Museum contains four galleries: Gallery I covers the full history of 

Korean underwater archaeology; Gallery II exhibits the restored Sinan Shipwreck and a rotating selection 

of its relics; Gallery III highlights the history of different ships throughout the world; and Gallery IV 

examines the history of traditional Korean ships.

Introduction



The National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural Heritage is a multi-functional organization that 

provides comprehensive services in the field of maritime cultural heritage, specializing in the excavation, 

research, preservation, exhibition, and education of maritime historical and cultural artifacts. 

Like a treasure ship, this catalog is filled with invaluable information about the major accomplishments 

of the institute during each stage of its history. Beginning with the excavations of the Sinan shipwreck 

(1976-1984), the catalog documents the institute’s diverse activities under its current and former titles: 

the Mokpo Conservation Center of the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (1981-1994); 

the National Maritime Museum (1994-2009); and the National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural 

Heritage (2009-present). On behalf of everyone at the institute, I am proud to share the wonderful results 

of our history to date. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to our staff and the publisher for their diligent efforts to 

produce this catalog.

Preface

November, 2017

Lee Gwi young
Director

National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural Heritage 
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Underwater Archaeology 
of Korea

Underwater archaeology, is the academic field of research involving 

cultural objects found in bodies of water. Such objects, collectively 

known as underwater cultural heritage, represent nothing less than the 

traces of humanity that are submerged in the world’s seas, rivers, lakes, 

or swamps. Underwater cultural heritage includes ancient cities and 

ports that have been submerged by rising sea levels or earthquakes, as 

well as ships that have sunk while fishing or transporting cargo, and the 

myriad items that have been salvaged from such shipwrecks.   

The Korean peninsula is surrounded by water on three sides. Hence, 

most underwater cultural heritage items here are found on the seabed 

or in mud flats near the coast. From 1971 to September 2017, a total 

of 305 reports were filed related to the discovery of underwater cultural 

heritage objects: 227 reports from the Yellow Sea, 67 reports from the 

South Sea, and 11 reports from the East Sea. From these reports, a total 

of about 100,000 underwater cultural heritage objects have thus far 

been recovered. 

In Asia, research on underwater cultural heritage did not fully get 

underway until the 1970s. In Korea, it began with the underwater 

excavations of the Sinan shipwreck, which began in 1976. Since then, 

a total of twenty-six underwater excavations have taken place, with 

fifteen sunken vessels being dredged and about 100,000 of relics being 

recovered. Most of these sunken vessels have been from the Goryeo 

Dynasty (918-1392), and they have been found in the Yellow Sea along 

the west coast, which has long been a popular maritime route. While 

the sunken vessels themselves are invaluable resources for studying the 

structure of traditional ships, the salvaged relics reveal fascinating details 

about marine trade at the time. In particular, the Taean region of South 

Chungcheong Province has been dubbed the “Underwater Gyeongju,” 

as the waters hold an abundance of ancient relics, reminiscent of the 

extensive historical remains in Gyeongju. To date, the Taean region has 

yielded some 30,000 artifacts, including ceramics and wooden tags from 

Goryeo and Joseon vessels, helping to accelerate the swift development 

of Korean underwater archaeology.



Major Sites of Korean Underwater Cultural Heritage 
Dates: 1976-2017 

Reports investigated: 305 (yielding 5,775 artifacts)  

Excavations: 26 

Salvaged vessels: 15

Artifacts recovered: More than 100,000 ceramic pieces, along with metal and wood artifacts

➊ Sinan - Sinan shipwreck 

➋ Sinchang-ri, Jejudo Island - Underwater remains

➌ Taean peninsula - Underwater remains 

➍ Eodu-ri, Wando Island - Underwater remains 

➎ Byeokpa-ri, Jindo Island - Dugout boat 

➏ Mokpo - Dallido Island Ship

➐ Doripo, Muan - Underwater remains

➑ Biando Island, Gunsan - Underwater remains

➒  Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan Sibidongpado Island 

Ship and underwater remains

➓ Sinan - Anjwado Island Ship

� Wonsando Island, Boryeong - Underwater remains

� Yamido Island, Gunsan - Underwater remains

� Ansan - Daebudo Island Ship I 

�  Daeseom Island, Taean - Taean Ship and underwater 

remains

� Taean - Mado Island Ship I, II, III, and IV

� Wonan Beach, Taean - Underwater remains 

�  Seomeopbeol, Incheon - Yeongheungdo Island Ship and 

underwater remains

�  Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island - Underwater 

remains

� Ansan - Daebudo Island Ship II
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Goryeo Shipwrecks

Ⅰ

Exhibition Gallery 1
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Since antiquity, people around the world have shipped and received cultural goods and practices via various 

routes. The most famous land routes include the Steppe Road and the Silk Road, but sea routes have also 

played a crucial role in connecting peoples and cultures of East and West. Although the sea routes did 

not form until after the Steppe Road and the Silk Road, they offered at least two major advantages over 

land routes: they were faster and allowed for larger shipments of goods over long distances. Thus, during 

medieval times, the sea routes developed as the unrivaled paths linking East and West. 

Occupying a peninsula, the people of Korea developed their own sea routes along the east, west, and south 

coasts. These routes were widely used for trade with both close neighbors and distant regions. During the 

Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392), international ports were created, quickly becoming sites where domestic 

tax goods and foreign ships accumulated. At that time, ships were by far the most efficient means for 

distributing large shipments of goods. Fascinating details about this history can be gleaned from sunken 

vessels on the seabed. 

The first major underwater excavation in Korean history began in 1976, with the discovery of the Sinan 

ship, a merchant vessel of China’s Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368). To date, more than 100,000 artifacts 

of underwater cultural heritage have been recovered and researched. Fifteen sunken vessels have been 

confirmed, yielding a wealth of cultural heritage items, including ceramics (the primary trade goods of the 

Goryeo Dynasty), crops (used as tax goods), household items, and many more. These discoveries serve as a 

precious time-capsule, allowing us to visualize the Goryeo society, economy, and culture.

From its foundation, the Goryeo Dynasty organized its navy and implemented a system for the maritime 

transport of tax goods, to ensure their safe delivery to the government. This system was maintained in the 

Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910), serving as the foundation of the national economy. 

The type of ship that was used to transport tax goods (e.g., rice, other crops, and other local specialties) 

was called a “jounseon”(漕運船). Jounseon ships traveled by sea or river to reach their final destination, 

the Goryeo capital of Gaegyeong. In the early Goryeo period, most maritime transport was conducted by 

river. As such, about sixty ports prospered along major rivers, especially the Han River. As the tax system 

developed, however, sea routes came into use, primarily to allow for the stable transport of tax goods 

from Jeolla Province. The Goryeo government eventually constructed thirteen warehouses around the 

country, where local tax goods would be collected before being sent to the capital. These warehouses, called 

“jochang”(漕倉), were distributed as follows: two on the Han River, two on the coast of the South Sea, and 

nine on the coast of the Yellow Sea. Each jochang was serviced by six to twenty ships. 

The west coast region along the Yellow Sea emerged as the center for shipping and transportation, with 

many key ports engaged in active trade with China. The Goryeo system and process for distributing goods 

has been illuminated by research on many sunken vessels in these waters, such as the Sibidongpado Island 

Ship (Gunsan); the Wando Island Ship; the Anjwado Island Ship (Sinan); the Dallido Island Ship (Mokpo); 

the Taean ship (Daeseom Island, Taean); and the Mado Island Ships (Taean). Demonstrating Goryeo’s 

brisk trade with China, these shipwrecks have yielded an array of Chinese artifacts, including ceramics, 

stone anchors, and coins.

Reading 
Cultural Map through 
Sea Routes 

Sea Routes: 
The Main Artery 
for Distributing 
Goods 
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With many islands, submerged rocks, powerful tidal currents, and an extreme range between high and low 

tides, the waters off the west coast of Korea are notoriously dangerous for sailors. Many ships have wrecked 

along the west coast, especially at the four precipitous areas of Indangsu (Jangsan Cape), Sondolmok 

(Ganghwa Island), Anheungryang (Taean), and Uldolmok (Jindo Island). 

In particular, the Taean region of South Chungcheong Province is infamous for its rough waters, which 

have claimed many ships over the centuries. In addition to high winds and waves, this treacherous area 

is known for dense fog and hidden rocks, as well as for the sudden tidal currents caused by the unique 

geography. Indeed, after visiting Gaegyeong in 1123, a Song Dynasty envoy named Xu Jing (徐兢, 1091-

1153) cautioned travelers against the dangerous waters around Mado Island (Anheungryang, Taean) in 

Illustrated Record of the Chinese Embassy to the Goryeo Court in the Xuanhe Era (宣和奉使高麗圖經). 

Attesting to this record, many sunken ships from the Goryeo and Joseon dynasties have been found in 

the Taean region, and excavations of these shipwrecks have yielded many relics from the Song and Yuan 

dynasties. 

Similarly, numerous relics—including ceramics and metalwares from Goryeo and Joseon, stone anchors, 

and Chinese coins—have been found in the waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, near Uldolmok, Jindo 

Island. Most notably, three sososeungja guns were found in these waters, bearing an inscription that reads 

“萬曆戊子年左營.” According to this inscription, the guns were produced in the “Headquarters of the 

Left Naval Commander” (i.e., Admiral) in Jeolla Province in the “Muja” year of the reign of the Wanli 

Emperor of the Ming Dynasty, which corresponds to 1588 on the Roman calendar. As such, these guns 

are invaluable resources attesting to the Battle of Myeongnyang (1597), the miraculous naval victory of the 

Imjin War (1592-1598), wherein Admiral Yi Sun-sin utilized the currents of Uldolmok to defeat the much 

larger Japanese navy.

Dangerous 
Areas 
of the Yellow Sea 

To this day, Goryeo is famous for producing some of the finest ceramics in world history. In particular, 

Goryeo celadon was initially produced around the tenth century in the midwestern part of the Korean 

peninsula, before gradually spreading to the west and south. From the eleventh century, Gangjin of South 

Jeolla Province and Buan of North Jeolla Province were the main production centers for Goryeo celadon. 

By that time, Goryeo celadon was primarily distributed via sea routes, which were faster than land routes 

and allowed for larger shipments. Thus, sea routes along the south and west coasts became popular byways 

for transporting celadon. Several of the shipwrecks in these waters were cargo ships carrying Goryeo 

celadon, including the Wando Island Ship, the Sibidongpado Island Ship, and the Taean ship. 

To date, underwater excavations of sunken vessels have yielded between seventy and eighty thousand 

Goryeo celadon wares dating from the eleventh to the fourteenth century. These celadon wares come 

in a wide variety of forms, such as bowls, patra (monk’s bowl), dishes, cases, cups with stands, jars, oil 

bottles, jars with a dish-shaped mouth, maebyeong vases, and long-necked jars. While most of these items 

are common vessels for everyday meals, some have special shapes, while others are sculpted to look like 

animals, people, or other natural forms. The recent discovery of a sunken vessel carrying Joseon buncheong 

wares will shed new light on the distribution process for these unique ceramic vessels, about which little is 

currently known.

Culture of 
Ceramics Flourishes along
the Sea Route



14 National Research Institute 
of Maritime Cultural Heritage 

001

Celadon Flower-shaped Bowl

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  6.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.3cm 
Tan 18544
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The top of this bowl has several indentations at regular intervals, 
forming the shape of flower petals. To create this petal motif, vertical 
lines were pressed into the outside of the bowl, resulting in vertical 
protrusions on the inside of the bowl. The soft curve of the outline, 
which gently flares from the foot to the mouth, gives the bowl a 
beautiful look. On the inside of the bowl, a single line was incised about 
1.5cm below the rim, while the well is decorated with an engraved 
circle. Many flower-shaped bowls and dishes like this one have been 
found in the waters of Daeseom Island, Taean. Some such bowls are 
undecorated, while others are lavishly decorated with elaborate designs.
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002

Celadon Flower-shaped Bowl 
with Incised Peony Scroll Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  6.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.1cm 
Tan 18196
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The interior surface of this bowl is incised with a beautiful peony scroll 
design, with scrolling vines between two blooming peonies. A delicate 
tool, perhaps a fine comb, was used to render the veins of the flower 
petals, giving them an impeccable texture. The bowl was coated with 
a layer of translucent glaze, which is now infused with a network of 
hairline cracks. The bottom of the foot bears traces of four pieces of fire-
resistant clay, which the bowl was placed on during the firing process.
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003

Celadon Bowl with Incised Parrot Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.6cm 
Tan 6382
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The interior of this bowl is decorated with an incised design of two large 
parrots, which are flying up towards the top of the bowl, surrounded by 
simply rendered clouds. The well in the center features an incised design 
of lotus petals that are gradually unfolding. During the Goryeo Dynasty, 
it was a custom among the upper class to enhance one’s garden with rare 
and exotic plants and birds. As such, parrots were considered to be a 
precious species, as evidenced by records showing that merchants from 
the Song Dynasty presented parrots as a gift to the Goryeo royal court. 
Most designs of parrots feature two birds, symbolizing marital bliss.
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004

Celadon Bowl with Embssed Lotus Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  8.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.9cm 
Tan 20829
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The exterior surface of this bowl is decorated with a design of three 
layers of lotus petals. The centers of the petals are rendered as if they are 
slightly protruding, giving them a nice sense of dimension and making 
the entire bowl look like a lotus flower in full bloom. This particular 
lotus design is interesting, in that it resembles one large flower, with no 
stems or leaves. Other bowls decorated with a similar lotus petal design 
have also been found in Taean; such bowls tend to be of relatively high 
quality, and they are often marked on the bottom with a small circle 
(“○”).
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005

Celadon Bowl with Mold-pressed Peony Scroll Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  6.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.8cm 
Tan 8654
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The rim of this bowl is shaped like flower petals, with small indentations 
at regular intervals. The inside of the bowl is decorated with an incised line 
below the mouth and an elaborate peony scroll design, made by pressing 
a carved mold against the surface. The expression of the peonies is quite 
delicate, with a nice three-dimensional quality. Symbolizing wealth and 
honor, peonies have long been regarded as the “kings” of flowers, and have 
thus often appeared as motifs in various craft works. Peonies have also been 
called the “flowers of wealth,” because of their large and beautiful flowers.
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006

Celadon Bowl   

Goryeo (late 11th - early 12th century) 
Height  7.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.6cm 
Hym 6424
Waters of Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan 

Among all of the celadon wares recovered from the waters around 
Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan, this bowl has the most precise and 
complete form. The outer line of the bowl is almost perfectly diagonal, 
with a minimal curve at the bottom. The bowl is evenly coated with 
a thin layer of light greyish-green glaze. The interior well bears an 
engraved circle that is slightly smaller in diameter than the foot, which 
has a thin “moon-halo” footring. This bowl shares some key similarities 
with celadon vessels found at kiln sites in Jinsan-ri and Sindeok-ri, 
Haenam, as well as in the waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island. It is an 
excellent example of relatively early Goryeo celadon.
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007

Celadon Bowl with Incised Wave and Fish Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.9cm 
Tan 12303
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The interior of this bowl is decorated with a playful design of two 
swimming fish. The waves are rendered as simple curves, while the scales 
of the fish are drawn like number signs (“#”). Notably, the Chinese 
character for “fish” (魚) has the same pronunciation as the character for 
“surplus” (餘). Based on this homophonic relationship, designs of fish 
represent affluence and wealth. Fish, which are known for spawning 
many eggs, are also associated with fertility and the desire for many 
offspring. 



21Maritime Museum

008

Celadon Bowl with Embossed Chrysanthemum Scroll Design  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  5.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.6cm 
Tan 13001
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

This bowl, which was made with a clay cast, is adorned with a lovely 
chrysanthemum scroll pattern. Three chrysanthemums in full bloom are 
symmetrically arranged, with scrolling vines filling in the background 
space. This type of chrysanthemum scroll design is generally found on 
high-quality celadon vessels produced in the Gangjin and Buan regions.
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009

Celadon Bowl with Inlaid Peony Scroll 
and Phoenix Design 

Goryeo (14th century) 
Height  9.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.9cm 
Hym 116
Waters of Doripo, Muan

The interior of this bowl is covered with an inlaid design of phoenixes and peony 
scrolls. The bowl is quite tall, even compared to other large bowls. The outer line is 
gently curved, flaring out from the foot to the mouth. In the center of the well is a 
lotus flower, encircled by a ring of connected dots, followed by a ring of ruyi motifs. 
The main part of the interior bears an inlaid design, made with black-and-white clay, 
of four phoenixes surrounded by peony scrolls. Finally, an abstract labyrinth design, 
traditionally known as the “lightning pattern” is applied around the mouth. The 
lightning pattern also appears around the top of the exterior, with a ring of lotus 
petals at the bottom. Between these two bands, inlaid in white clay, is a design of 
scroll vines and chrysanthemums, alternating four times. The bowl is covered with 
dark brown glaze, and the foot bears some traces of sand from the firing process. This 
is the only tall bowl of this type that was recovered from the waters of Doripo, Muan. 



23Maritime Museum

010

Celadon Bowl with Inlaid Cloud 
and Phoenix Design  

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  8.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.3cm 
Hym 103
Waters of Doripo, Muan 

The interior of this bowl is decorated with an inlaid design of clouds and 
phoenixes. The representative decorative technique of Goryeo celadon, the 
inlay technique reached the height of its popularity in the twelfth century. 
The inlay technique remained in use during the Joseon Dynasty, when it was 
applied to buncheong wares with stamped designs. Celadon wares recovered 
from the waters of Doripo, Muan feature many different inlaid designs, 
including peony, lotus, or chrysanthemum scroll patterns, as well as designs 
of waterside landscapes and flowers with insects. These celadon wares, which 
are estimated to have been produced in Sadang-ri, Gangjin in the late Goryeo 
Dynasty, are characterized by relatively dark glaze, the simple composition of 
the decorative patterns, and a somewhat thick, even crude form. 
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011

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.4cm 
Tan 8478
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

A patra is a bowl used by monks in a Buddhist temple. Forty-eight sets 
of these monk’s bowls, containing 167 total bowls, were found in the 
waters near Daeseom Island, Taean. These patra sets are believed to have 
been custom-made for a special occasion. During the Goryeo Dynasty, 
Buddhist monks enjoyed a high social status and Buddhist ceremonies 
were often held as national events. Thus, these sets of bowls were likely 
produced for a Buddhist ceremony in a temple or for a religious event 
hosted by the royal court or upper class, with monks invited as special 
guests. These three bowls were found stacked together as a single set, 
and they have a incised peony scroll design on the inner well.
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012

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  5.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.9cm 
Tan 8477
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

013

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl)

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.3cm 
Tan 8476
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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014

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl)

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  8.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.3cm 
Tan 8399
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

Found in the waters of Daeseom Island, Taean, these four bowls 
comprise a single set. The smallest bowl is decorated with a peony scroll 
design, while the other three are undecorated. These high-quality bowls 
were made with refined celadon clay, coated with an even layer of glaze. 
Like most monk’s bowls from the Goryeo Dynasty, they have no foot. 
The glaze was wiped off the bottom of the bowl, which bears traces of 
small pieces of fire-resistant clay that the bowl was placed on during the 
firing process.
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015

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.0cm 
Tan 8398
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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016

Celadon Flower-shaped Dishes 

Goryeo (late 11th-12th century) 
Height  4.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.3cm 
L  Hym 9794, R  Hym 6657
Waters of Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan 

Flower-shaped celadon dishes appeared relatively early during the 
Goryeo Dynasty. Most such dishes have eight to twelve indentations in 
the rim, forming the shape of flower petals. A total of 130 such dishes 
were discovered in the waters of Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan. They 
were made with a mold, and most of them are shaped as eight-petal 
flowers. The outer line gradually curves to form a nearly diagonal line. 
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017

Celadon Dish with Embossed Lotus Design  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.5cm 
Tan 7571
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

The outer surface of this dish is decorated with a design of double-
layered lotus petals, with fourteen petals per layer, while the inner well 
is engraved with a large circle. The outline curves up gradually from the 
foot, which is much smaller than the wide mouth. A few examples of 
dishes with a similar shape were found in the waters of Daeseom Island, 
Taean. These dishes tend to be high-quality porcelain wares that were 
fired inside a sagger, a box used to protect vessels in the kiln. Indeed, 
this dish shows no traces of fire-resistant clay supports on the bottom, 
indicating that it was fired inside a sagger. Other celadon dishes that 
were excavated along with this dish are decorated with a similar lotus 
design, demonstrating the popularity of the lotus motif at the time. 
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018

Celadon Dish with Incised Parrot Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  8.5cm 
Diameter (Mouth)  16.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.0cm 
Tan 6218
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

019

Celadon Dish with Incised Lotus Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  17.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.8cm 
Tan 11790
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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020

Celadon Dish with Embossed Peony Design  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  3.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.8cm 
Tan 11728
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

021

Celadon Flower-shaped Dish with Painted Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  2.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  10.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.1cm 
Tan 18477
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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022

Celadon Dish with Mold-pressed Peony Design  

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  3.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  14.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.8cm 
Hym 16608
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

This bluish-green dish has a wide, flat bottom. The entire inner surface 
is decorated with a mold-pressed design of a single peony in full bloom, 
including stems and leaves. The veins of the peony petals are delicately 
rendered with fine lines. 
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023

Celadon Flower-shaped Dish with Incised Chrysanthemum Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  2.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.5cm 
Hym 16655
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

024

Celadon Flower-shaped Dish 
with Inlaid Peony Chrysanthemum Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  1.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.4cm
Diameter (Foot)   5.9cm 
Hym 16654
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

This flower-shaped dish was produced with a mold. At the center 
of the inner well, a peony flower is inlaid with black and white clay, 
inside a circle inlaid with white clay. Encircling this peony design 
are ten chrysanthemum flowers, respectively inlaid inside each of 
the indentations in the shallow wall. Each chrysanthemum flower is 
inlaid with white clay, with the stems and leaves inlaid with black clay. 
The rim is incised with a pattern of scrolling vines, completing the 
resplendent yet refined beauty of this exquisite dish.
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025

Celadon Lobed Ewer  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  20.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.5cm 
Tan 23724, 11843
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

This lobed ewer widens towards the bottom for a stable form and a nice 
sense of volume, enhanced by the clear ridges. There are eyelets on both 
the handle and lid, so that the lid could be attached to the body with 
a small cord or string. Two other ewers with the same shape were also 
found in the waters of Daeseom Island, Taean. 
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026

Celadon Gourd-shaped Ewer 
with Inlaid Peony and Lotus Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Ewer 

Height  25.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.4cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.9cm 
Mad 580, 579
Stand 

Height  5.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.4cm 
Mad 581
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship I) 

The celadon wares excavated from the waters of Mado Island were 
produced during the peak period of Goryeo celadon. Significantly, this 
ewer and stand were excavated together as a set. Goryeo ewers were 
often accompanied by bowl-shaped stands such as this, which not only 
enhanced the overall beauty and decorum of the set, but also served a 
practical function. The stands would be filled with hot water to help 
maintain the temperature of the liquid inside the ewer. The ewer has a 
double-gourd shape, with inlaid peonies on both the front and back. 
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027

Celadon Bottle with Incised Cloud Design  

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  30.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.5cm 
Hym 16956
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

This bluish-green bottle has a slender neck and a voluptuous body. The 
area where the body curves into the neck is decorated with a unique design 
of hanging clouds, resembling a ruyi pattern. The cloud motif continues 
on the body, where four incised cloud designs are symmetrically arranged 
on the four sides. The lines of these cloud designs are relatively broad and 
deep, indicating that the carving tool was held at an angle, rather than 
perpendicular to the surface. A scroll design is delicately incised around the 
low foot, and the footring bears traces of five pieces of quartzite, which the 
bottle was placed upon during the firing process. This exceptional bottle 
epitomizes the beauty of vessels produced at the peak of Goryeo celadon.
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028

Celadon Maebyeong with Floral Design 
in Iron-brown Underglaze

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  24.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.7cm 
Wam 5789
Waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island 
Gwangju National Museum 

This maebyeong, or “plum vase,” is painted with a floral design in iron-brown 
underglaze. Later examples of Goryeo maebyeong vases are characterized 
by the distinctive S-curve of their outline, but this one is a relatively early 
example, as indicated by the protruding mouth, short neck, and gentle curve 
from the mouth to foot. A total of eleven maebyeong vases painted with iron-
brown pigment were found in the waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island, and they 
all of feature a peony or floral design. The floral design on this maebyeong 

is drawn on three sides in a vivacious freehand style. This maebyeong is 
estimated to have been produced in the kilns of Jinsan-ri, Haenam, which are 
known for producing iron-painted celadon. 
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029

Celadon Maebyeong with Inlaid Willow, Reed, Bamboo, 
and Floral Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  39.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  14.4cm 
Mad 1193, 1287
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship II) 
Treasure No.1783 

With a broad shoulder that flows smoothly into a lovely S-shaped outline, 
this outstanding vase showcases the representative form of a Goryeo 
maebyeong. Vertical grooves divide the body into six sections, each of which 
contains a different plant or flower design rendered in black-and-white inlay 
and bordered by an ogival frame. The six featured plant motifs are peonies, 
aibika flowers, chrysanthemums, reeds, willows, and bamboo. Ducks are also 
depicted in each design, and butterflies appear on several sides. This vase was 
accompanied by bamboo tags stating that it was a container of sesame oil 
intended for delivery to O Munbu, a military official. 

重房都將校吳文富 宅上眞盛樽封

To be delivered to the house of O Munbu, Dojanggyo (official 
military position of Goryeo) of the Jungbang Office in 
Gaegyeong. Containing sesame oil.
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With a round shoulder and S-curved body, this vase shows the characteristic 
form of a maebyeong from the mid-Goryeo Dynasty. Both the shoulder and 
base are encircled by bands of the ruyi motif, rendered with fine incised lines. 
The primary design consists of four large lotus flowers, respectively arranged 
on four sides of the body. While the outlines of the lotus flowers are deeply 
carved for enhanced clarity and dimensionality, the fine veins in the leaves 
and petals are cut more delicately. According to bamboo tags found with this 
vase, it was a container of honey being delivered to O Munbu, a military 
official. The bamboo tags have great significance, as they not only tell us 
the intended function of the jar, but also confirm that this type of jar, now 
known as a “maebyeong” was called a “jun” (樽) at the time.

030

Celadon Maebyeong 
with Incised Lotus Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  39.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.0cm 
Mad 1194, 1291
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship II) 
Treasure No.1784 

重房都將校吳文富 宅上精蜜盛樽封

To be delivered to the house of O Munbu, Dojanggyo (official 
military position of Goryeo) of the Jungbang Office in 
Gaegyeong. Containing high-quality honey
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031

Celadon Maebyeong 
with Inlaid Waterside Landscape Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  32.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.2cm 
Hym 16525
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island
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This maebyeong is distinguished by its round body and short mouth that flares 
upward. Although the light green glaze did not melt perfectly, the maebyeong 
is in relatively good condition. The shoulder is decorated with a band of lotus 
petals, beneath which is a unique design resembling four pieces of draped 
cloth. Each of these four cloths is filled with clouds shaped like raindrops, 
surrounding a single crane flying downward. The main design on the body 
consists of an elaborate waterside landscape, featuring willows, reeds, and 
cranes by a pond. In terms of its shape, decorative motifs, and black-and-
white inlay, this vase is a quintessential example of a celadon maebyeong from 
the late Goryeo Dynasty. 
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032

Celadon Jar with Handles and Incised Cloud Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  6.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.3cm 
Hym 16924
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

This jar has two small loops on the shoulder to serve as handles. Each of the 
four places where the loops are joined to the shoulder is decorated with a 
small flower that was made separately and attached. A band of ruyi motifs 
encircles the shoulder, while the body is adorned with a design of clouds 
shaped like large lingzhi mushrooms. The celadon clay is of excellent quality, 
and the jar has an even coating of glaze for a lovely bluish-green color. The 
footring shows traces of four pieces of quartzite that the jar was placed on 
during the firing process.
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033

Celadon Jar with Incised Cloud Design with Handles

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  8.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)   7.4cm 
Diameter (Foot)  7.4cm 
Hym 16927
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island
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034

Celadon Flower-shaped Cup-stand 
with Inlaid Chrysanthemum Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  5.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.2cm 
Hym 16902
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

Both the rim and foot of this stand are shaped like a flower with fourteen 
petals, and each petal is decorated with a chrysanthemum motif in black-
and-white inlay. Adding to the decorative effect, the upper part of the stand, 
where the cup would have rested, is embossed with lotus petals. Several high-
quality celadon cup-stands incised with lotus or chrysanthemum flowers were 
discovered in the waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island.
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035

Celadon Cup-stand with Inlaid Cloud Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  5.1cm
Diameter (Body)  15.5cm 
Diameter (Foot)  6.2cm 
Hym 117
Waters of Doripo, Muan 

This cup-stand was shaped to hold a round cup. The wide rim is decorated 
with lines and clouds inlaid with white clay. On the bottom side of the wide 
rim, scrolling vines are inlaid with white clay, while the foot features a lotus 
design inlaid with black and white clay. During the firing process, the cup-
stand was placed on coarse sand, traces of which can still be seen on the 
bottom.
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036

Celadon Jar with Inlaid Scroll Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height (including lid)  3.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.5cm 
Hym 16930
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

This round jar with a small lid is covered with an elaborate inlaid design of 
dots, circles, and scrolling vines. The foot features a design of lotus petals, 
inlaid with black-and-white clay. The small knob of the lid is shaped like the 
bud of a lotus flower. The lid is further decorated with a band containing 
an abstract labyrinth design, traditionally known as the “lightning pattern” 
which is inlaid with white clay. The celadon clay is well-refined, and the 
glaze is evenly applied for a beautiful bluish-green color. Jars of this shape, 
which were often used to hold cosmetics, are usually decorated with the inlay 
technique.
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037

White Porcelain Case 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  2.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.7cm 
Tan 11849
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

038

Celadon Case 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height (excluding lid)  3.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.6cm 
Tan 20882, 20883
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

A total of twenty-one celadon cases decorated with 
incised patterns were found in the waters of Daeseom 
Island, Taean. The cases are relatively small, with the 
largest being only 7cm in diameter. Many of them 
share a similar decorative scheme, with simple designs 
of spirals on the sides of the body and lid, and either 
flower patterns or short incised lines on the top. These 
cases were likely intended to hold either powder or 
incense. 
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039

Celadon Qilin-shaped Incense Burner Lid

Goryeo (12th-13th century) 
Height  10.8 cm
Diameter  9.8 cm 
Hym 16963
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

Shaped like the mythical qilin, this superb lid for an incense burner 
exemplifies the peak of Goryeo celadon. A qilin is an imaginary creature 
with one horn on its forehead, the body of a deer, the tail of an ox, the 
hooves of a horse, and flame-shaped fur on its forelegs. According to legend, 
a qilin can run vast distances of up to 1000 ri(里) (about 400km) per day. 
The mouth of the qilin is slightly open, exposing the tongue and teeth; this 
lifelike detail is also functional, allowing the smoke of the incense to escape. 
The vivacity of the qilin is further enhanced by the pupils of the eyes, which 
are darkened with iron-brown pigment. The mane and the tail are depicted 
with fine incised lines that spiral like a whirlpool. With such exquisite details, 
this lid showcases the extraordinary beauty and craftsmanship of jade-colored 
celadon.
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040

Celadon Duck-shaped Incense Burner Lid 

Goryeo (12th-13th century) 
Height 12.0cm
Diameter 10.8cm 
Hym 16964
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

This lid for an incense burner is creatively shaped like a duck. The upper 
part of the lid around the duck’s feet is incised with small waves and scrolls, 
as if the duck were sitting near the water. On the interior of the lid, there 
is a flower-shaped hole where the smoke from the incense could escape, 
passing through the open mouth of the duck. The duck is rendered in 
vivid detail, with a small tongue visible through the mouth, dark dots of 
pigment representing the pupils, and delicate incisions forming the feathers 
of the wings. Multiple celadon tripod incense burners and animal-shaped 
lids (e.g., ducks, mandarins, and qilin) were discovered in the waters of 
Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island. All of these items were celadon 
works of the highest quality, which were placed inside saggers during firing. 
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041

Celadon Incense Burner with a Lion-shaped Lid

Goryeo (12th century) 
Tripod Incense Burner

Height 10.1cm
Widest Diameter 16.9cm 
Tan 23739
Lid

Height 13.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.0cm 
Tan 11847
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean
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042

Celadon Incense Burner with a Lion-shaped Lid

Goryeo (12th century) 
Tripod Incense Burner

Height 9.0 cm
Widest Diameter 15.5cm 
Tan 11848
Lid

Height 14.5 cm
Diameter (Foot) 10.8cm 
Tan 25053
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean

This tripod incense burner is topped with a lid shaped like a seated lion. 
Lions, which have long been considered the guardian animals of Buddhism, 
are one of the animals most frequently used to decorate the lids of celadon 
incense burners (along with ducks, mandarins, and dragons). In Illustrated 
Record of the Chinese Embassy to the Goryeo Court in the Xuanhe Era(宣和奉

使高麗圖經), a Song Dynasty envoy named Xu Jing(徐兢, 1091-1153), who 
visited Gaegyeong in 1123, gives high praise to a Goryeo lion-shaped incense 
burner. Supporting this record, many excellent lion-shaped incense burners 
from the Goryeo Dynasty have survived. With unusual bodily proportions 
and cursory designs, the incense burners with lion-shaped lids that were 
found in the waters of Daeseom Island, Taean are not highly refined. 
Nonetheless, they convey a whimsical, even humorous charm. 
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043

Celadon Incense Burner 
with Mold-pressed Waterside Landscape Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Length 26.0cm
Width 22.8cm
Height 15.9cm
Hym 16494
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

Made during the peak of Goryeo celadon, this celadon incense burner is 
decorated on all four sides with an elaborate waterside landscape, showing a 
male and female pair of mandarin ducks swimming in a pond with willow 
trees, and egrets flying over a pond of lotus flowers. The rims are decorated 
with the lightning pattern and ruyi design, while the legs are sculpted to look 
like the legs of an animal and further embellished with a design of scrolling 
clouds. Celadon incense burners with a similar shape have been excavated 
from celadon kiln sites in Yucheon-ri, Buan and in Yongun-ri and Sadang-
ri, Gangjin, all of which are sites where high-quality celadon vessels were 
produced.
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044

Celadon Toad-shaped Inkstone with Painted Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Length  13.9cm
Width  6.8cm 
Tan 22659
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
Treasure No.1782 

This celadon inkstone is shaped like a seated toad with its head raised, as 
if on the hunt for prey. To make ink, an inkstick would be rubbed against 
the flattened back of the toad. Near the toad’s tail, there is a cluster of small 
raised dots resembling toad eggs, which would have caused added friction 
for easier grinding. The eyes and spotted skin of the toad are nicely rendered 
with iron-brown pigment and white slip. Very few celadon inkstones have 
survived, and celadon inkstones modeled after animals are especially rare. 
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Celadon Pillow with Inlaid Peony 
and Chrysanthemum Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  10.9cm
Length  13.3cm 
Waters of Mado Island (I Area), Taean

Produced during the peak of Goryeo celadon, this celadon pillow has a 
gentle concave form, allowing a person to comfortably rest his or her head 
on the center. The two edges of the pillow are both decorated with a white 
inlaid band of encircled dots. In the primary design, rendered in black-and-
white inlay, four chrysanthemums are arranged in four corners, surrounding 
a peony inside two concentric circles. Each of the two square sides of the 
pillow is perforated with a single hole. The glaze was wiped from one of these 
sides, and the four corners of this unglazed surface bear traces of four pieces 
of celadon clay, indicating that the pillow was placed vertically on this side 
during firing. Although the pillow is small, it resonates with a simple beauty 
from the glaze color and decorative patterns.
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046

Celadon Pillow with Inlaid Peony Design 

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  9.6cm
Length  15.5cm 
Hym 16493
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

Produced in the late Goryeo Dynasty, this inlaid celadon pillow was formed 
by connecting six ceramic plates. The four rectangular plates have a soft 
concave shape, to comfortably cushion a person’s head. These larger plates are 
decorated with one peony in the center, accentuated on both sides with the 
scroll design and “lightning pattern.” All of these motifs are inlaid with white 
clay, with the exception of the leaves and stem of the peony, which are inlaid 
with black clay. One side of the pillow bears traces of quartzite, where it was 
placed during the firing process. 
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Celadon Cup with Incised Chrysanthemum Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.3cm 
Diameter (Mouth)  9.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.3cm 
Hym 16891
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

048

Celadon Cup with a Lid

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.2cm 
Tan 6305, 6306
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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050

Celadon Cup and Lid 
with Embossed Lotus Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Cup

Height  6.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.3cm 
Mad 692, 693
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship I) 

049

Celadon Cup and Lid with Embossed Lotus Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Cup (on the right)

Height  10.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  10.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.8cm 
L  Hym 2277, R  Hym 2560, 1467
Waters of Biando Island, Gunsan
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Celadon Drum with Scroll Design 
in Iron-brown Underglaze

Goryeo (11th-12th century) 
Length  51.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.3cm 
Wam 851
Waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island 
Gwangju National Museum

The janggo, an hourglass-shaped waisted drum, is a Korean traditional 
instrument. This celadon janggo is decorated with a scroll design, painted 
with iron-brown underglaze. A series of lines were drawn around the two 
bulbous heads, and then these divided areas were filled with the scroll design. 
A total of three such drums painted with iron-brown pigment were discovered 
in the waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island. Painting with iron-brown pigment 
is a decorative technique that reflects the influence of the Cizhou kilns of 
China’s Song Dynasty. Initially, iron-brown pigment was used to decorate 
only certain types of objects, including bottles, jars, and janggo drums, but 
its use was gradually expanded and applied to other items. The earliest extant 
janggo with iron-brown pigment dates to the eleventh or twelfth century, and 
this janggo was also produced in this early period.
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052

Celadon Objects (Purpose Unknown) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Length  3.6cm
Height  2.7cm
Tan 11836, 11837, 11838, 11839, 11845
      11846, 11850, 19221, 23731
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

A total of sixty-three of these ceramic objects were recovered from the waters 
of Daeseom Island, Taean, and more were also found in the waters of Biando 
Island, Gunsan. The objects have a rectangular shape with a U-shaped 
indentation in the middle, but their purpose or function remains a mystery. 
Both sides of the objects are notched, with approximately 0.8cm carved or 
shaved off each side to form a “凸” shape. The natural celadon clay can be 
seen on the bottom, which is unglazed.
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White Porcelain Bowl with Inscription: “Yanggang”

China, Song or Yuan (11th-14th century) 
Height  8.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  17.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.2cm
Mad 1888 
Waters of Mado Island (II Area), Taean 

This white porcelain bowl with a relatively tall foot is estimated to have been 
produced in the Minqingyi kilns or other areas in Fujian Province, China. 
The exterior surface is incised from top to bottom with slanted lines, which 
were deeply carved with the knife held at an angle, rather than perpendicular 
to the surface. On the bottom, two Chinese characters are handwritten in 
ink: “楊綱” (yanggang). Other Chinese ceramics recovered from the waters of 
Mado Island, Taean, are also inscribed with Chinese characters. Some of these 
characters include “綱” (gang); “林綱” (yimgang); “綱司” (gangsa); “徐綱” 
(seogang); and “壯綱” (janggang). Notably, the characters for “gang” (綱) and 
“gangsa” (綱司) refer to Song and Yuan merchants. As such, these inscriptions 
are believed to be the names of merchants. For example, the “yanggang” 
inscription indicates that this bowl was the property of a merchant whose last 
name was Yang.
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054

Black-glazed Bowl with Inscription: “Deunggang”

China, Song or Yuan (11th-14th century) 
Height  5.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.3cm 
Mad 1960
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (II Area) 

On the bottom of this black-glazed bowl, two Chinese characters—“鄧綱” 
(deunggang)—are handwritten in ink. Other black-glazed bowls discovered 
with this bowl bear similar inscriptions reading “陳綱” (jingang); “鄭綱” 
(jeonggang); “明” (myeong); and “丘” (gu). Significantly, History of Goryeo (高

麗史) introduces a list of the last names of Chinese merchants who traded 
with Goryeo, and some of those names correspond to the inscriptions on 
these ceramics. As such, they provide valuable information about Goryeo’s 
trade with Chinese merchants. 
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Jars with Four Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Center Jar

Height  26.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.2cm 
Mad 1921, 1983, 1972
Waters of Mado Island, Taean

This type of jar, with four loops on the shoulder to serve as handles, was 
widely produced in China’s Yuan Dynasty. It is estimated that people 
threaded the loops with a rope or strap, which was then used to carry the 
jars. Such jars have also been found in Korea, along the west coast and in 
Jejudo Island, and in Japan, usually in the areas of Hakata or Kyushu. Such 
distribution confirms that the Yuan Dynasty was actively engaged in trade 
and exchange with both Goryeo and Japan.



65Maritime Museum

056

Stoneware Maebyeong

Goryeo (13th century) 
Vase

Height  29.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.4cm
Mad 1204
Lid

Height  5.4cm
Diameter  3.9cm 
Mad 1356
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship II) 

Large maebyeong vases like this one were used to store various liquids. After 
the vase was filled with liquid, it would be covered with a lid and then 
wrapped in cloth or paper. Most extant Goryeo maebyeongs have lost their 
lids, but this dark-grey stoneware maebyeong was excavated along with its lid, 
making it a rare and important artifact.



66 National Research Institute 
of Maritime Cultural Heritage 

Excavations of Mado Island Ship III yielded forty-five stoneware jars, which 
were likely used to store foods with an extended shelf life, such as fermented 
fish. These jars vary in both size and shape, with capacities ranging from 4.5 
to 57 liters. Upon excavation, many of these jars were still tightly sealed with 
wooden lids, and various food items were found inside, including fish bones, 
fermented bean paste, grains, and seeds. 

057

Stoneware Jar with a Wooden Lid 

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Jar

Height  33.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.2cm
Volume  11.2 L 
Mad 2146
Lid

Height  1.8cm
Diameter  9.8cm 
Mad 2300
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III)
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058

Stoneware Jar with a Wooden Lid 

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Jar

Height  33.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.2cm
Volume  11.45L 
Mad 2139
Lid

Height  1.2cm
Diameter  8.9cm 
Mad 2298
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III) 
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059

Wooden Tags 

Goryeo (12th century) 
① Length  30.5cm, Width  2.15cm, Tan 25006 
② Length  28.7cm, Width  3.5cm, Tan 25007 
③ Length  25.6cm, Width  3.4cm, Tan 25019 
④ Length  18.6cm  Width  2.8cm, Tan 25020 
⑤ Length  17.1cm  Width  2.1cm, Tan 25008 
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

These wooden tags serve as a type of shipping label, with various information about 
the cargo handwritten in ink. Most of the tags are notched at the top, making it 
easier to tie them to the respective items that they describe. Many such wooden 
and bamboo tags of the Goryeo Dynasty have been recovered in underwater 
excavations around Daeseom Island and Mado Island in Taean. Some of the tags 
are labeled with the names of places, such as “Tamjin” (耽津, present-day Gangjin) 

or “the capital” (京, i.e., Gaegyeong), while others bear the names of government 
posts, such as “daejeong” (隊正, a lower-ranking military official) or “daegyeong” (大

卿, a high-ranking civil official). Other tags are labeled with the names of people, such 
as “Anyeong” (安永) or “Insu” (仁守). In some cases, the same name appears on 
multiple tags. These particular wooden tags are the first Goryeo wooden tags ever 
excavated in Korea.

➋

➌

➍

➎

➊

① Eighty ceramic wares ordered to be shipped from Tamjin 
to a daejeong (lower-ranking military official) named Insu in 
Gaegyeong. These wares are confirmed to have been loaded 
into the ship. Signed by jang (lower-ranking official of the 
regional government).

② One oe (bundle) of ceramic wares being shipped to a 
daejeong named Insu 

③ ④ Being shipped to Sir. Choe, daegyeong (high-ranking 
civil official)

⑤ From Tamjin to a daejeong in Gaegyeong



69Maritime Museum

060

Wooden Tags 

Goryeo (1207 or 1208) 
① Length  25.0cm, Width  3.0cm, Mad 923 
② Length  29.0cm, Width  3.0cm, Mad 931 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship I) 

Excavations of Mado Island Ship I yielded a total of seventy-three shipping 
tags (fifteen wooden tags and fifty-eight bamboo tags). These tags precisely 
document the names of officials who served in the Goryeo government and 
military, such as Gwon Geukpyeong (whose government post is byeoljang); 
Song Suo (whose government post is dongjeong); and Kim Sunyeong (whose 
government post is daejanggun). Some tags also show the type or the amount 
of cargo. Significantly, these tags reveal that Mado Island Ship I likely sailed 
in either 1207 or 1208. Some of the tags were found with stoneware jars 
containing food, such as fish, fermented fish, rice, and fermented soybean 
paste. Thus, in addition to recording the senders, recipients, and cargo, these 
tags also provide invaluable information about the food culture of the time. 

① Sent to bongeo dongjeong (head of the Office of Supplies for the 
Royal Court) named Song Suo (宋壽梧). Twenty-five bamboo items. 
Loading was supervised by hojang (lower-ranking official of the regional 
government) whose last name is Song. Signature. 

② Sent to byeoljang (high-ranking military official) named Gwon 
Geukpyeong (權克平). 20 mal (approximately 360 liters) of fermented 
soybean lumps. Jang (lower-ranking official of the regional government). 
Sent by Songchun

➊

➋
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061

Bronze Spoons and Chopsticks 

Goryeo (12th-13th century) 
Bronze Spoon: Length  27.3cm, Mad 2066
Bamboo Chopsticks: Length  31.7cm, Mad 1363 
Waters of Mado Island(II Area), Taean

Bronze Spoon: Length  24.0cm, Mad 2270 
Bronze Chopsticks: Length  24.6cm, Mad 2281, 2282 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III) 

062

Bronze Bowl 

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Diameter (Mouth)  16.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.9cm 
Mad 2252
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III)
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063

Bronze Mirror with Cloud and Dragon Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Diameter  22.5cm 
Hym 17098
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

Produced during the Goryeo Dynasty, this round bronze mirror has a small 
knob in the center, encircled by two layers of lotus petals. The primary design 
consists of two dragons flying in opposite directions, with open jaws spurting 
flames in the shape of a taiji symbol (yin-yang). This mirror was excavated 
from the waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island, along with two 
other bronze mirrors: one decorated with a design of four birds and flowers, 
and one that was undecorated. The same excavations yielded various metal 
crafts revealing the life and culture of the Goryeo people, including iron 
cauldrons; coins; top-knot pins; and bronze bowls, dishes, and spoons.
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064

Stone Korean Game Pieces

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Length  3.5-5.0cm
Thickness  0.8-1.3cm 
Mad 2329, 2330, 2332, 2341
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III) 

These stones were used for playing janggi, a traditional Korean game that is 
similar to chess. A total of forty-six stone pieces were excavated from Mado 
Island Ship III, most of which were found in the third cabin, a living area 
that is believed to have been occupied by the ship’s crew. The pieces were 
made by writing Chinese characters on both the front and back of flat round 
stones collected from seashores or riverbeds. Many of the characters have 
worn away, but some are still legible, including “車” (cha); “包” ( po); and “卒” 
( jol ). During the Goryeo Dynasty, this game was called “sanghui ” (象戱), but 
it has been known as “janggi ” since the mid-Joseon Dynasty. The discovery of 
a janggi set in the personal quarters of the ship’s crew indicates that the game 
must have been well-established in Goryeo society by around 1265 or 1268, 
the estimated date that the ship sank.
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065

Buncheong Dish with Stamped Design 
and Inscription: “Naeseom” 

Joseon (early 15th century) 
Height  3.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.2cm 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship IV)

The well of this dish is inscribed with the characters “內贍” (Naeseom), 
which is an abbreviation of “Naeseomsi ”(內贍寺), the government office that 
provided supplies (e.g., wine, food, fabrics) for the royal court. Excavations 
of Mado Island Ship IV uncovered 152 buncheong bowls and dishes inside 
mesh bags. All of these vessels were stamped with designs of chrysanthemum 
flowers and connected beads. Notably, three of the vessels were inscribed 
“Naeseom.” In the early Joseon Dynasty, to prevent against theft or private 
use, all ceramics produced for the government were required to be inscribed 
with the name of the government office for which they were intended. Since 
this law was passed in 1417 (seventeenth year of King Taejong), researchers 
have estimated that Mado Island Ship IV must have sailed some time 
between 1417 and 1425. The ship was carrying a load of these buncheong 
wares produced for the government before it sank near Mado Island. 
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066

Buncheong Bowl with Inlaid Bird Design 

Joseon (early 15th century) 
Height  8.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  6cm 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship IV) 

This buncheong bowl stands out because of its unusual design of a bird, 
inlaid in white clay. The rough and humorous rendering of the bird includes a 
sharp beak and large eye, a few feathers sprouting from the head, and simple 
lines to represent the wings, legs, and body. The rest of the bowl’s interior 
surface is densely filled with a chrysanthemum pattern. Both the interior and 
foot have marks showing where the bowl was placed on pieces of clay during 
the firing process. Decorated with both inlaid and stamped designs, this bowl 
represents the period of transition from celadon to buncheong ware.
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067

Buncheong Bowl with Inlaid Fish Design 

Joseon (early 15th century) 
Height 7.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.5cm 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship IV) 

The well of this buncheong bowl is inlaid with a design of two fish with their 
heads together, rendered with simple but dynamic lines. In addition, five 
chrysanthemum motifs are stamped around the inlaid fish. The combination 
of inlaid and stamped motifs in a single design is quite unconventional, and 
thus emblematic of the free and unrestrained aesthetics of ceramic artisans 
from regional kilns. Fish are one of the most popular motifs appearing 
on dishes, jars, and bottles, being rendered with a variety of decorative 
techniques, including inlay, iron-brown underglaze, and sgraffito.
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068

White Porcelain Ritual Vessels 

Joseon (18th-19th century) 
Left Candlestick

Height  22.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.7cm

Right Candlestick

Height  20.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.5cm
Waters of Mado Island, Taean  

Mado Island Ship IV was a cargo ship carrying buncheong wares, but 
interestingly, excavations of the shipwreck also uncovered many white 
porcelain wares. Thus, it is estimated that another unknown ship that was 
carrying white porcelain also sank in the same area. A total of 111 white 
porcelain wares (fifty-nine bowls, forty dishes, ten cups, and two candlesticks) 
were excavated from the area around the upper section of Mado Island 
Ship IV in Taean. The two white porcelain candlesticks were especially 
notable, representing the first such candlesticks ever excavated in Korea. 
All of these white porcelain wares were produced in regional kilns during 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. As such, these artifacts are 
important resources illustrating the maritime distribution of white porcelain. 
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069

Sososeungja Guns with Inscription 

Joseon (1588) 
Length  57.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.8cm 
Hym 17099, 17100, 17101
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

萬曆戊子 四月 日左營 造小勝字 重三斤九 兩 匠尹德永

These sososeungja guns were manufactured in April 1588 (the “Muja” year of the 

reign of the Wanli Emperor of the Ming Dynasty) in the Left Naval Commander’s 

Headquarters for Jeolla Province. Each gun weighs 3 geun(斤) and 9 nyang(兩) 

(approximately 2kg), and the manufacturer’s name is Yun Deokyeong. 

These bronze sososeungja guns are a revised and more portable version of the 
earlier seungja gun. Inscriptions on the guns provide various details, including 
the date and place of production and the name of the producer. According 
to the inscription, the guns were made in 1588 by Yun Deokyeong for the 
Left Naval Commander’s Headquarters for Jeolla Province. Based on these 
inscriptions, the guns are believed to have been made shortly before the Imjin 
War (1592-1598), and were likely used in the famous Battle of Myeongnyang, 
fought in 1597 between the Joseon and Japanese navies. Four stone balls 
used as ammunition and one crossbow were also recovered from waters of 
Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro. In addition to advancing our understanding 
of the development of Joseon weaponry, these weapons have enormous 
historical value as the first relics related to the Battle of Myeongnyang that 
have ever been found underwater. 
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Ⅱ

Sinan Shipwreck
Exhibition Gallery 2
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In August 1975, near the coast of Dodeokdo Island, Sinan, South Jeolla Province, a fisherman hauled up 

his nets and found a very surprising catch: a Chinese celadon vase. With this incident, a Chinese merchant 

vessel that had rested on the seabed near Sinan was awakened after about 650 years. Just as importantly, 

the discovery of the Sinan shipwreck led to the first major maritime excavation in Korea’s history. 

From 1976 until 1984, a total of eleven excavations were carried out at the site of the Sinan ship, until 

the entire ship was salvaged. The salvaged ship measures 28.4 meters (length) by 6.6 meters (width) by 

3.7 meters (depth), but the original dimensions of the ship are estimated to be 34 meters (length) by 11 

meters (width) by 4 meters (depth). With its triangular structure, the ship was designed to sail against the 

crashing waves of the ocean. The Sinan ship was a Chinese merchant vessel that was likely constructed 

in Quanzhou, Fujian Province. Various species of wood were used to build the ship, including Masson’s 

Pine, Cunninghamia (also known as Chinese Fir), camphor tree, and bamboo-leaf oak. The ship has eight 

cabins, divided by seven bulkheads, which were used to hold cargo. In addition, there are holes drilled 

in the ship’s keel (bottom of the hull) where it connects to the bow (front) and stern (rear). These holes 

likely once held bronze mirrors and coins, which were traditionally attached to ships from Quanzhou as 

talismans for a safe journey. By all accounts, the Sinan ship is an invaluable artifact that demonstrates the 

thriving maritime trade and advanced shipbuilding techniques of medieval Asia.

In the summer of 1323, the Sinan ship departed from Qingyuan (present-day Ningbo), China, bound for 

Japan. En route, however, the ship sank near the Sinan coast of the Goryeo Dynasty. 

During the fourteenth century, when the Sinan ship set sail, international trade between China, Goryeo, 

and Japan was thriving, with China’s Yuan Dynasty playing a central role. Since its founding in 918, the 

Goryeo Dynasty had been conducting international exchange with various countries, including China. 

Although the Yuan Dynasty had attacked Japan in the late thirteenth century, damaging the diplomatic 

relations between the two nations, commercial trade and cultural exchange continued. Japan’s Kamakura 

shogunate government (1192-1333) actively embraced the continental culture, and imported large 

quantities of Yuan goods, including materials to construct temples, shrines, and government buildings, as 

well as various household items. 

The launch date and final destination of the Sinan ship can be discerned from wooden tags that served 

as shipping labels. Some of the wooden tags are inscribed “from April 22 to June 3 of the third year of 

Zhizhi (至治三年)”, which corresponds to 1323 on the Roman calendar. According to these tags, the cargo 

was packaged and loaded onto the ship from April to June 1323, and the ship likely departed later that 

summer. Other tags are labeled with the names of various places in Japan, such as Jozaku-an Hermitage 

(釣寂庵), Hakozaki-gu Shrine (筥崎宮), and Tofuku-ji Temple (東福寺). The first two places are located 

in Hakata, the gateway port of Japan’s international trade, while the last one is a famous temple in Kyoto. 

Thus, these tags tell us that the trade goods on board the Sinan ship were being delivered to Shinto shrines, 

Buddhist temples, or aristocratic families in Japan.

The Sinan Ship: 
Awakened after 650 Years 
of Hibernation 

Journey 
of the Sinan Ship 
in 1323 
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The Sinan ship was a veritable treasure trove, loaded with a wide variety of trade goods including Chinese 

ceramics; Goryeo and Japanese products; rosewood from Southern China, India, and Southeast Asia; various 

herbs and spices; and medicinal ingredients. Most of these goods were packed in wooden crates, labeled with 

shipping tags, and loaded into eight cabins that served as the ship’s cargo hold. Underwater excavations uncovered a 

total of about 140 boxes and about 360 inscribed tags. 

Many of the items recovered from the Sinan shipwreck were Chinese ceramics, which were valuable trade 

commodities being exported around the world. At the time, ceramics produced in the Longquan and 

Jingdezhen kilns were in high demand. Approximately 20,000 Chinese ceramics have been recovered the 

Sinan ship. Many of these were produced by the Yuan Dynasty in the early 1300s, while some were produced 

during the peak period of Southern Song ceramics. 

The Yuan Dynasty actively promoted international trade with government policies and other support, leading 

to a golden age of maritime trade. In particular, the international export of ceramics thrived, with shiploads 

of ceramic vessels departing daily from busy ports such as Ningbo, Guangzhou, and Quanzhou. Evidence 

of these ceramic exports has been found in underwater or seashore excavations across the world, not only in 

Asia, but also in the Near East, the Middle East, the Persian Gulf, the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, Europe, 

and Africa.

Trade Goods 
of the Sinan Ship 

① Longquan celadon 

Operating for around 800 years, from the Song Dynasty until the Qing Dynasty, the Longquan kilns in Zhejiang 

Province were China’s representative site for celadon production. After beginning to develop during the Northern 

Song Dynasty, these kilns flourished in the Yuan Dynasty, producing vast quantities of ceramics for international 

export. Longquan celadon vessels are known for their jade-like texture, which is the result of applying multiple 

layers of glaze. 

② Jingdezhen white porcelain 

White porcelain vessels from the Jingdezhen kilns are characterized by a thin coating of transparent glaze, which 

yields a nice gloss. During the Song and Yuan dynasties, the Jingdezhen kilns were a major site for the producing 

ceramics for export, second only to the Longquan kilns. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Jingdezhen 

kilns were famous for producing blue-and-white porcelain and porcelains with overglaze enamel. 

③ Ding ware: white porcelain and black-glazed ware  

The Ding kilns of Hebei Province produced ceramics from the Tang to the Yuan Dynasty. Ding kilns primarily 

produced white porcelain, but black-glazed and green-glazed wares from these kilns are also famous. Ding ware is 

particularly known for the unique “banded metal rim,” a detail that influenced various ceramics production sites 

across China. 

④ Cizhou ware   

The Cizhou kilns of Hebei Province began by producing vessels for the general public, but during the Ming 

Dynasty, they received government support to produce wares for the imperial court. Cizhou ware is famous for 

designs rendered with techniques borrowed from Chinese ink wash painting. 

⑤ Black-glazed ware of Jian kilns and Jizhou kilns

During the Song Dynasty, the Jian kilns and Jizhou kilns became famous for producing beautiful black-glazed tea 

bowls, great numbers of which were exported to Goryeo and especially to Japan. The two kilns are equally famous 

for black-glazed ware, although Jizhou ceramics are considered to have more decorative aesthetics than those from 

the Jian kilns.
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070

Celadon Ritual Ewer 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  48.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.1cm 
Sin 14751
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

Produced in the Longquan kilns, this celadon kundika (or ritual ewer) is 
one of about 12,000 Longquan celadon wares recovered from the Sinan 
ship. The Longquan kilns of Zhejiang Province operated for about 800 
years, from the Song to the Qing Dynasty, and are widely considered 
to be China’s representative site for celadon production. In particular, 
the Longquan kilns prospered during the Yuan Dynasty by producing 
ceramics for international export. Longquan celadon is characterized by 
multiple layers of glaze, yielding a jade-like texture. 
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071

Celadon Vase with Incised Peony Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  46.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.5cm 
Sdo 375
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

This large celadon vase is distinguished by its long neck covered with 
horizontal grooves. The neck flares widely at the mouth, while a wide 
band of embossed lotus petals circles the base. Modeled after ancient 
bronze ritual vessels called “zun” (尊), several large vases with this shape 
were recovered from the Sinan ship. In Japan, such vases were used to 
decorate the halls of Buddhist temples.
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072

Celadon Vase with Dragon-shaped Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  15.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.3cm 
Sin 13169
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

Attached to the neck of this bottle are two handles shaped like dragon-
fish, a mythical creature with the head of a dragon and the body of 
a fish. The raised lip, cylindrical neck, and stout body of the vase 
are neatly trimmed. After first appearing during the Southern Song 
Dynasty, this type of vase reached the height of its popularity during 
the Yuan period. To enhance the appearance and decorum of such vases, 
the handles would often be shaped as rings, dragon-fish, or phoenixes. 
In particular, decorations of phoenixes and dragon-fish are characteristic 
of Longquan celadon.



85Maritime Museum

073

Celadon Vase with Handles 
and Peony Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  26.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.2cm
Sin 10075
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

Both the front and back sides of this celadon vase with handles are 
decorated with appliqué designs of a peony flower encircled by its own 
stem. The base is embossed with lotus petals, and the two handles are 
shaped like a mythical dragon-fish with a ring gripped in its mouth.
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074

Celadon Vase with Garlic-shaped Mouth 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  23.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  3.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.5cm 
Sin 6580
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

The mouth of this celadon vase is uniquely shaped like a head of garlic with six 
cloves. Extending up from the round body, the long cylindrical neck has a thin 
horizontal band in the middle. The entire vase is covered with an even coating of 
green glaze, with the exception of the footring, where the celadon clay was left 
exposed. The Sinan ship also contained celadon bottles with mold-pressed peony 
design and bronze bottles with shapes that resemble this vase. 
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075

Celadon Ribbed Jar with Lid  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  20.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.1cm 
Sin 14872
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

This jar with a lid shaped like a lotus leaf is one of the representative types of 
celadon vessels produced by the Yuan Longquan kilns. Multiple sizes of ribbed jars 
were excavated from the Sinan ship, indicating that such jars were used for various 
purposes by people of different social classes. Such jars were sometimes used as 
ritual vessels. For example, a ribbed jar found inside a stupa at Sujongsa Temple in 
Namyangju, Korea served as a sarira reliquary, while another ribbed jar was used 
as a funerary urn for Kanazawa Sadaaki (1278-1333), who was a powerful regent in 
Japan’s Kamakura shogunate. 
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076

Celadon Bowl with Embossed Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.6cm 
Sin 5458
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

The interior surface of this bowl is incised with a peony scroll, 
surrounding a large lotus flower in full bloom. Three lines are embossed 
around the exterior, just below the mouth. The rim has several slight 
indentations, hinting at the shape of a flower.
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077

Celadon Bowl with Half-embossed Lotus Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.4cm 
Sin 4726
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

The outline of this bowl gently curves from the mouth to the foot, and 
the exterior surface is decorated with an embossed lotus design, as if the 
bowl is covered with a layer of lotus petals. The edges of each petal are 
carved away so that the center protrudes, for a nice three-dimensional 
effect. The interior of the bowl is undecorated. 
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078

Celadon Bowl 
with Incised Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  11.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  25.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.5cm 
Sin 10032
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

The entire surface of this bowl is covered with a large scroll design. Four 
scroll motifs are arranged at regular intervals, rendered with the incised 
technique. A circle is incised in the center of the well of the bowl. The 
outline curves gradually between the wide mouth and narrow foot.
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079

Celadon Bowl 
with Spout and Iron-brown Spots  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.5cm 
Sin 1887
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

In China, bowls with a single spout, like this one, are called “yi” (匜). 
First, a complete bowl was formed, and then one side of the bowl was 
cut. Then the spout, which was made separately, was attached to the cut 
area. The bowl is covered with an even application of translucent green 
glaze for a high sheen, and speckled with spots of iron-brown pigment. 
A slight indentation was carved into the bottom of the vessel to form a 
minimal foot, and the glaze was removed from the footring, exposing 
the celadon clay. 
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Produced in the Longquan kilns, this dish is uniquely decorated with 
iron-brown spots and an appliqué design of a plum blossom, which 
is unglazed. The appliqué technique involves forming a design by 
pressing with a mold, and then cutting out that design and attaching 
it to a ceramic vessel. This technique was especially popular during the 
Yuan Dynasty. In some cases, to accentuate the effect of the design, the 
appliqué was left unglazed, exposing the celadon clay. 

080

Celadon Dish with Iron-brown Spots 
and Appliqué Plum Blossom Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  2.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.4cm 
Sin 22231
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea
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The well of this large bowl is incised with a flower design. Above the 
incised flower, there was once an inscription handwritten in ink, but it 
is now illegible. The even coating of light-green glaze is very translucent, 
giving the bowl an attractive sheen. 

081

Celadon Bowl  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  27.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.9cm 
Sin 4807
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea
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082

Celadon Bowl 
with Appliqué Fish Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  34.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.1cm 
Sin 20754
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

This large celadon bowl has an extended rim and an appliqué design of 
two fish swimming in opposite directions. With lifelike eyes and scales, 
the fish are surrounded by a ring of incised scrolls resembling waves. 
The exterior surface is decorated with a lotus petal design. Notably, the 
Chinese character for “fish” (魚) is pronounced the same as the character 
for “surplus” (餘). Based on this homophonic relationship, designs of 
fish represent affluence and wealth.
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083

Celadon Bowl 
with Appliqué Dragon Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  35.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  16.1cm 
Sin 324
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

The interior surface of this large bowl is decorated with an appliqué 
design of a dragon with a special jewel known as a “cintamani.” The 
appliqué of the dragon is encircled by an incised scroll design. The 
exterior surface is covered with mold-pressed petals for an added sense 
of volume and dimension. A slight indentation was carved in the 
bottom of the vessel to form a minimal foot. The glaze was removed 
from the footring, exposing the celadon clay. Large bowls like this were 
produced in abundance by the Longquan kilns, and they are often 
decorated with designs of lotuses, peonies, dragons, or two fish.
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084

Celadon Lobed Ewer 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.9cm 
Sin 7007
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

085

Celadon Ewer 
with Embossed Lotus Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.5cm  
Diameter (Foot)  4.0cm
Sin 8963
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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086

Celadon Ewer   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  21.0 cm
Diameter (Mouth)  10.4 cm
Diameter (Foot)  10.2 cm 
Sdo 1238
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea 

The back of this cylindrical celadon ewer extends above the handle, 
and the extended area is decorated with a design of two parrots flying 
towards each other. The body of the ewer is adorned with a symmetrical 
appliqué design of lines and flowers. The glaze was removed from areas 
around the mouth and foot.
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087

Celadon Stem Cup with Incised Lotus Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.5cm 
Sin 17336
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

This type of celadon cup, with a stout stem and a wide mouth that flares 
slightly outward, was used to drink tea or wine, or as a ritual vessel. The 
well of the cup is incised with a lotus flower, surrounded by a stylized 
version of the “seven treasures” design, neatly divided into six sections. 
Several celadon and white porcelain stem cups were salvaged from the 
Sinan ship. Some of the celadon stem cups are undecorated, and some 
are decorated with spots of iron-brown pigment. 
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088

Celadon Cup Stand    

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.1cm
Sin 15762
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Tea-drinking culture, now prevalent throughout East Asia, first gained 
popularity during the Tang Dynasty, before truly flourishing during 
the Song Dynasty. As demand for tea increased, various tea sets were 
produced, becoming important items for export and trade. In Korea, 
during the Three Kingdoms Period, the official rituals of the royal court 
and Buddhist temples included a tea ceremony. Also, in Illustrated 
Record of the Chinese Embassy to the Goryeo Court in the Xuanhe Era 
(宣和奉使高麗圖經), the Song Dynasty envoy Xu Jing(徐兢,1091-1153) 

describes the tea-drinking customs of the Goryeo people.
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089

Celadon Incense Burner 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height   11.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  13.8cm 
Sin 66
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This incense burner is coated with a thick, lustrous coating of beautiful 
green glaze. It is modeled after the shape of a “ge” (隔), an ancient Chinese 
bronzeware. Incense culture was extremely popular in medieval East Asia, 
as evidenced by the diversity and abundance of incense paraphernalia found 
aboard the Sinan ship, including incense burners, cases, bottles, and utensils, 
along with incense, herbs, and spices. Typically made from either metal or 
ceramics, a wide variety of incense burners were produced, including ones 
shaped like lions, cauldrons, or boshan (an imaginary utopian mountain).
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090

Celadon Incense Burner 
with Appliqué Peony Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  15.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  21.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  17.7cm 
Sin 7241
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea  

With a wide cylindrical body attached to three short legs, this celadon 
incense burner is modeled after an ancient Chinese bronzeware. The body 
is decorated with an elegant appliqué peony scroll design. Attached to the 
bottom is an inner foot that touches the ground. Glaze was wiped off the well 
and the bottom of the incense burner, exposing the celadon clay.
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091

Celadon Basin 
with Appliqué Flower Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.0cm
Sin 1605
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This short bowl-shaped basin has a round small foot. Both the mouth and 
base are encircled by a series of small round bumps, resembling nipples. Three 
short legs are attached, each decorated with a ruyi design. Glaze was wiped 
off the well and the bottom of the incense burner, exposing the celadon clay.
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092

Celadon Fish-shaped Water Dropper

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  11.3cm
L  Sin 7856, R  Sin 10536
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

093

Celadon Human-shaped Water Droppe  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.3cm
Sin 16671
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

This water dropper is shaped like a man wearing a simple but elegant 
official robe. The vivid depiction is highlighted by the man’s robust belly 
and the natural positioning of his hands. The spout emerges from the 
man’s right side, and there is a hole in his back where the dropper could 
be filled. 
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094

Qingbai Jar with Dragon Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  25.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  13.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.5cm
Sin 3
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This white porcelain jar with a straight mouth and short neck was made in 
the Jingdezhen kilns. The round shoulder curves smoothly into a round body, 
before narrowing towards the base. The jar is adorned with three distinct 
incised designs: a scroll design on the shoulder, a dragon amongst waves on 
the body, and lotus petals on the base. In particular, the primary design of a 
dragon breaking through waves conveys a powerful spirit.



105Maritime Museum

095

White Porcelain Maebyeong  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  18.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.4cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.3cm
Sin 6671
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea 

This type of vessel, called a “maebyeong” (plum vase), originated in China, 
before being introduced to Goryeo and Japan. In China, such vases were 
primarily used in the northern area starting in the Tang Dynasty, and 
continuing through the Song, Liao, and Jin periods. A total of fifteen 
maebyeong vases were recovered from the Sinan ship. This one, coated with 
egg-white glaze, has a tall mouth that slants inward, a shoulder that narrows 
evenly towards the base, and an inner foot.
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096

Qingbai Bowl 
with Mold-pressed Lotus and Fish Design    

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  14.3cm
Diameter (Foot)   5.1cm
Sin 2504
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

The rim of this bowl is slightly raised and curved outward. The entire surface 
is evenly coated with white glaze, with the exception of the raised rim. The 
interior surface is decorated with a mold-pressed pattern of lotuses and 
swimming fish, arranged four times. The scales of the fish and the veins of 
the lotus leaves are delicately rendered with fine lines.
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097

Qingbai Bowl 
with Mold-pressed Plum Design   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  13.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.3cm
Sin 1843
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea 

The outline of this bowl is a straight diagonal line with no curvature. The 
wall is very thin, and the interior surface is decorated with a mold-pressed 
plum blossom design. Relatively small bowls like this were used for drinking 
tea or wine, depending on the time period.
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098

Qingbai Bowl 
with Inscription: “Susanbokhae”   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  17.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.8cm
Sin 1149
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea
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099

Qingbai Bowl 
with Inscription: “Baegogmandang”  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.7cm 
Sin 1874
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

The inscription on the well of this bowl reads “baegogmandang”(白玉滿堂), 
which means a “house filled with treasures like white jade.” The Sinan ship 
excavations uncovered several bowls with various inscriptions, including 
“okchulgonsan” (玉出崑山, jade comes from Mt. Kunlun); “susanbokhae” (壽山福

海, long life like a mountain, and good fortune like the sea); “bugwijangmyeong” (富
貴長命, wishing for long life and enjoying wealth and honor); and “bongnokgujeon” 
(福祿求全, pursuing both happiness and a high government position). Notably, 
these inscriptions correspond to the traditional “Five Blessings,” and thus 
provide a glimpse into the lives and beliefs of people in China and East Asia.
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Qingbai Dish 
with Embossed Leaf Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  1.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.9cm
Sin 6701
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This dish has an extended rim with four indentations, taking the shape of a 
flower with four petals. It is covered with a thick coating of light blue glaze, 
except for the bottom. The well of the dish is decorated with a mold-pressed 
design of a leaf, delicately rendered with fine lines. Other dishes recovered 
from the Sinan ship are adorned with similar designs of leaves, peaches, 
parrots, and musk deer. 
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Qingbai Dish with Plum Design 
in Iron-brown Underglaze  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.5cm
Sin 18359
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This dish is beautifully decorated with a painting of a blossoming plum tree, 
rendered with iron-brown pigment. The Sinan ship yielded many white 
porcelain dishes decorated with iron-brown pigment, including designs of 
peonies, lotuses, water buffaloes, deer, and rabbits. The outline of the bowl 
gradually curves from mouth to foot.
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Qingbai Ewer  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  9.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.4cm 
Sin 7855
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Qingbai Gourd-shaped Ewer 
with Iron-brown Spots  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  10.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  1.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.6cm
Sin 6676
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

104

White Porcelain Cup 
with Design of Plum with Moon and Clouds 
in Iron-brown Underglaze  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  4.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.4cm
Sin 13820
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Qingbai Peach-shaped Cup   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)   7.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  2.8cm 
Sdo 656
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

105

Qingbai Flower-shaped Cup 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  2.7cm
Sin 18370
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Many peach-shaped and flower-shaped cups were found in the Sinan 
ship. The peach-shaped cups are especially attractive, being shaped like 
a peach that has been cut in half, with the leaves and stem forming the 
cup’s handle.
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Qingbai Octagonal Stem Cup 
with Inscription 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)   9.8cm
Diameter (Foot)   3.8cm
Sin 16116
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

The mouth of this octagonal stem cup flares slightly outward, like a flower 
bud, while the tall foot widens towards the base. The basin of the cup 
is divided into eight sections, each of which is inscribed with a Chinese 
character. Together, the eight characters express two auspicious wishes: 
“baegogmandang” (白玉滿堂, a house filled with treasures like white jade) and 
“bugwijangmyeong” (富貴長命, wishing for long life and enjoying wealth and honor). 
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Qingbai Hexagonal Incense Burner 
with Mold-pressed Floral Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  11.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.0cm
Sin 6681
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Qingbai Water Dropper Shaped Like 
a Boy on a Water Buffalo  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.0cm 
Sin 6679
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

110

Qingbai Water Dropper Shaped Like 
a Boy on a Water Buffalo  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.2cm 
Sin 6845
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This water dropper is shaped like a boy riding a water buffalo. The dropper 
could be filled through a hole on the water buffalo’s back, and the water 
could be poured out through the animal’s mouth. A wide array of celadon 
and qingbai water droppers were discovered in the Sinan ship, including 
celadon water droppers shaped like a person, fish, or water buffalo, and 
qingbai water droppers shaped like a phoenix or a boy on a water buffalo.
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Qingbai Bodhisattva

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  22.6cm
Sdo 1722
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Resplendently adorned in a crown, jewels, accessories, and a 
long stole of ornamental cloth, this Avalokiteshvara is seated 
on a pedestal with one knee raised. The front and back of the 
bodhisattva were formed separately with a mold and then pressed 
together. The statue is quite delicate, with thin walls. Also, the right 
hand, which likely held a kundika (ritual ewer), has broken off. 
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Wooden Bodhisattva  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  28.0cm 
Sdo 23694
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

With a stately crown, gentle smile, and half-closed eyes, this bodhisattva 
statue has a kind expression. Other than the arms, the statue has been 
relatively well preserved, although much of its lacquer coating has eroded 
away. Small bodhisattva statues like this were likely carried as personal 
religious items. 
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Opaque White Glazed Bottle 
with Incised Peony Scroll Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  29.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  10.2cm
Sin 16212
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This is a representative example of a yuhuchun, a bottle with a flared mouth, 
narrow neck, voluptuous pear-shaped body, and sturdy foot. A series of fine 
lines are incised around the neck, shoulder, and lower body, while the main 
body features an incised peony scroll design. Several celadon and white 
porcelain yuhuchun bottles were excavated from the Sinan ship. Coated with 
opaque white glaze, this bottle is modeled after vessels from the Jun kilns 
of Henan Province, but it was actually produced at the Tiedian kilns of 
Zhejiang Province. 
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Jar with Four Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  41.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.0cm
Sin 12802
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Flowerpot

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  20.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  29.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.1cm
Sin 7893
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This flowerpot is an excellent example of Jun ware, produced at the “Jun 
kilns” in Junzhou, Henan Province. The Jun kilns primarily produced 
flowerpots with stands, basins, dishes, bottles, and incense burners. Famous 
for its unique glazes, Jun ware resonates various gorgeous colors, from 
opaque greyish blue to reddish purple. These colors were affectionately said 
to combine the “purple of the sunset and the color of jade.” With its radiant 
glaze, Jun ware enjoyed great popularity, especially during the Northern Song 
Dynasty, when the Jun kilns produced vessels for the royal court. But during 
the Yuan Dynasty, Jun ware was produced at various locations for everyday 
use by ordinary people. 
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Basin

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.4cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.6cm
Sin 8078
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Black-glazed Bowl 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.4cm
Sin 19491
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

A vast array of tea items were found in the Sinan ship, illuminating the tea 
culture of medieval East Asia. In addition to cup-stands and tea-grinders, 
many teacups were found, including about forty black-glazed teacups. These 
black-glazed teacups are sometimes known as “Jian cups,” having been 
produced at the Jian kilns of Fujian Province, which were quite famous 
during the Song Dynasty. In Japan, tea drinking rose to popularity during 
the period of the Kamakura shogunate government (1180-1333). Aristocrats, 
warriors, and Zen monks in Japan appreciated high-quality Chinese teacups, 
especially the black-glazed teacups from the Jian kilns.
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Made in the Chayang kilns of Fujian Province, this shallow bowl is 
unglazed around the base. All of the Chayang wares discovered from 
the Sinan ship are bowls and dishes. 

118

Black-glazed Bowl

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.4cm
Sin 16868
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

119

Black-glazed Bowl 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height 4.0cm
Diameter (Mouth) 8.0cm
Diameter (Foot) 3.2cm
Sin 8317
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Black-glazed Jar 
with Protruding Dots

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.2cm 
Sin 11221
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This jar has a rounded rim around the mouth and a ring of protruding 
beads around the neck. Five horizontal lines are incised around the neck and 
shoulder, respectively, while the entire surface of the body is covered with a 
pattern of concentric U-shaped lines. The interior surface of the jar is black-
glazed. Jars such as this were produced in the Qilizhen kilns of Ganzhou, 
Jiangxi Province.
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Black-glazed Maebyeong 
with Sgraffito Peony Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  27.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.2cm 
Sin 12111
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Produced in the Jizhou kilns of Jiangxi Province, this maebyeong has a short 
mouth atop a round shoulder that gradually narrows towards the base. The 
body is decorated with an elaborate sgraffito design of chrysanthemums, 
peonies, and lotuses. In addition to their aesthetic value as beautiful artworks, 
maebyeong vases like this one served a practical function as containers for 
various foods and liquids, such as wine, tea, honey, or sesame oil. A wide 
variety of maebyeong vases were excavated from the Sinan ship, made with 
diverse techniques and materials, including silver, celadon, white porcelain, 
black-glazed ware, and stoneware. 
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Bronze Bottle 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  19.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.1cm
Diameter (Foot)   3.7cm 
Sin 1990
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Around 1,000 metalwares were recovered from the Sinan ship, ranging from 
precious artworks to practical household items. Likely used to store liquids, 
this bottle has a flared mouth and a long, slender neck. The flat bottom was 
made separately and attached. The entire surface is undecorated, accentuating 
the refined shape. 
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Metal Ritual Ewer 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  21.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.0cm 
Sin 23817
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

This metal kundika (ritual ewer) has a long tubular spout for pouring water 
out, and a curved arm extending from the shoulder where it could be filled. 
There are two incised horizontal bands around the body, with the upper one 
featuring a floral design. Initially, ritual ewers were portable items carried by 
monks, but they gradually came to be used to contain and sprinkle purified 
water in commemorative rituals at Buddhist temples. About 100 Buddhist 
items (e.g., Buddhist sculptures, musical instruments, incense burners, and 
ritual ewers) were found in the Sinan ship. Although some of these Buddhist 
items were likely being sent to Goryeo, the majority were probably purchased 
by Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines in Japan.
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Bronze Jue-style Cup

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  13.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.4cm
Sin 6640
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Several bronze ritual vessels modeled after bronzewares of the Shang and Zhou 
periods were discovered in the Sinan ship, including this tripod cup, which 
takes the form of an ancient Chinese wine cup called a “jue” (爵). Two lines are 
incised around the upper and lower body (respectively), and the area between 
the lines is filled with a hexagonal tortoiseshell pattern. An inscription on the 
spout reads “gwangpungjewol ” (光風霽月), which means “clear wind and moon 
after rain.” This phrase, which expresses the hope that one’s mind should be 
free from obsession, is a quotation from Huang Tingjian (黃庭堅, 1045-1105), 
a poet of the Northern Song Dynasty, who was writing in admiration of the 
scholar and philosopher Zhou Dunshen (周敦頣, 1017-1073).
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Tin Gu-style Cup 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  10.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.4cm
Sin 6641
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This wine cup, with two handles attached to an hourglass-shaped body, was 
modeled after an ancient Chinese bronze ritual vessel called a “gu” (觚). 
The handles are shaped like a mythical dragon-fish, and dangling from each 
one is a ring shaped like a flower with five petals. The extended neck flares 
dramatically outward like a trumpet, conveying a sense of elegance. The bell-
shaped base is connected to the body via a grooved section.
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Bronze Bottle 
with Two Cylindrical Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  23.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.9cm
Diameter (Foot)   6.2cm
Sin 6643
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Modeled after an ancient Chinese ritual vessel, this bronze bottle has a flat 
body with cylindrical handles attached to two sides of the neck. A series 
of plain horizontal bands divide the surface of the bottle into five sections, 
which are decorated with embossed designs of waves, flowers, and beasts. The 
relatively tall foot was made separately and then attached. 
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Qingbai Bottle 
with Two Cylindrical Handles

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  17.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.4cm
Sin 15603
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This white porcelain bottle has the same shape as the previous bronze bottle, 
with a flat body with cylindrical handles attached to two sides of the neck. It 
is decorated with two mold-pressed designs: a whirlpool design around the 
mouth and a beast design around the lower body. Metalwares made from 
gold and silver were very expensive, so they were produced in very limited 
quantities and reserved for the upper class. In contrast, an abundance of 
ceramic vessels were produced and used by many people of all social classes.
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Bronze Bottle with Two Handles

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  18.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.8cm
Sin 24525
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Celadon Bottle with Two Handles

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  30.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.0cm
Sdo 2306
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Bronze Incense Burner 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.9cm
Width  17.3cm
Sin 23486
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

131

Celadon Incense Burner 
with Appliqué Peony  Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  9.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.5cm
Sin 972
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Bronze Lion-shaped Incense Burner 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  10.2cm
Length  13.3cm
Sin 6639
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This bronze incense burner is shaped like a comfortably seated lion, with its 
mouth half-open and a large bell around its neck. The head can be detached 
from the body, allowing the incense to be placed inside. After the incense 
was lit, the smoke would emerge from the lion’s mouth. In medieval times, 
incense culture was very popular throughout East Asia, such that incense, 
incense paraphernalia, and aromatic herbs and spices were frequently traded 
on the international market. As an important part of Buddhist, Taoist, and 
state rituals, incense was frequently used by the royal court, aristocrats, 
and religious leaders. But it was also used in everyday life by members 
of the general populace. In particular, burning incense is part of many 
Buddhist rituals, symbolizing a request for the Buddha’s help in attaining 
enlightenment.
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Bronze Ewer

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  19.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.0cm
Sin 23246
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This bronze ewer has a straight neck and round body, with a spout and 
handle attached to the shoulder. Along with this ewer, an ewer with a high 
cylindrical foot was also recovered from the Sinan ship; both of these vessels 
were likely used to boil water for tea. Two small loops are also attached to 
the shoulder, in between the spout and handle. Straps or cords were probably 
run through these loops to secure the vessel and prevent spillage while it was 
being heated on board a rocking ship
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134

Tin Cup with Flower Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.7cm 
Sin 1992
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

135

Tin Lamp

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.5cm
Width  15.8cm
Sin 6659
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Bronze Plaque with Cassia Tree 
and Rabbit Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  8.9cm
Thickness  0.2cm
Sin 1046
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

137

Bronze Mirror with Fish Design 
and Inscription: “Jahu”

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  10.3cm 
Sin 6644
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Dozens of mirrors were excavated from the Sinan shipwreck, 
including mirrors from Goryeo, Japan, and the Song, Jin, 
and Yuan dynasties of China. This mirror has a knob in the 
center, surrounded by a design of two swimming fish and an 
inscription of two Chinese characters. Metal mirrors were 
frequently traded among the nations of East Asia, and thus 
convey the advanced aesthetics and international spirit of this 
period. In particular, Chinese mirrors were widely imported 
and copied by neighboring states.
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Bronze Mirror with a Handle 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  14.3cm
Sin 10315
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

139

Bronze Square Mirror with Bird Design

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333) 
Length  17.6cm
Sin 11646
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

This square mirror is a representative example of a Japanese-
style mirror. Two small birds hover above the small central 
knob, which is shaped like a chrysanthemum. In Japan, 
one of the defining cultural trends of the late Heian period 
was an emphasis on the country’s unique natural beauty. 
Thus, mirrors produced in the Chinese style were replaced 
by mirrors with realistic motifs from nature, such as pine 
trees, grass, butterflies, and birds.
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Chinese Coins 

China (14 CE-1310) 
Diameter  2.5cm
Sin 11215 
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

An enormous quantity and wide diversity of coins were recovered from the Sinan 
shipwreck. The excavations yielded about eight million Chinese coins, weighing 
about 28 tons, many of which were tied together in bundles of hundreds. Thus far, 
299 different types of coins have been identified, ranging in date from Huoquan(貨

泉) coins, issued in 14 CE, to coins from currencies such as Zhida Tongbao(至大通

寶), issued in 1310 of the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368). Most of the coins are from the 
Song Dynasty (960-1271). Wooden tags attached to some of the coins indicate that 
they were to be used as currency in Japan or for making bronze statues. The writings 
on these wooden tags include various Chinese characters referring to different types 
of coins (錢, 足, 大錢, 貫), as well as other important information related to the coins, 
such as the names of Japanese temples, the names of merchants or clients, dates, 
purposes, and quantities. 
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Oval Ingots

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  22.0cm
Width  3.4cm 
Sin 4596, 4609, 4591
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Metal ingots, raw materials used to make various metal products, were one of 
the most important trade goods in Asia at the time of the Sinan shipwreck. 
The Sinan excavations yielded about 340 metal ingots made from tin, 
copper-nickel, silver, and iron. Either rectangular or oval in shape, the ingots 
are 20 to 23cm in length, with a hole in the middle. Some of the ingots 
are inscribed with characters that are estimated to be the names of their 
manufacturer, such as “Pyeongsim” (平心), “Wang Gurang” (王九郞), and 
“Wang Euldu” (王乙斗). In addition, some are inscribed with characters that 
are believed to indicate their weight, providing valuable information about 
measurements of the time.

141

Ingots

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Left

Length  20.8cm
Width  4.0cm 
Sin 4128
Right

Length  20.8cm
Width  3.8cm 
Sin 4124
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Bronze Weight with Inscription: “Qingyuanlu”

China, Yuan (1320)
Height  9.3cm
Diameter  4.5cm
Sin 9937
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

The Sinan ship carried many weights and weighing beams that were 
likely used in commercial trades and transactions. This hexagonal bronze 
weight, with a square eyelet on top, is particularly notable, in that it has an 
inscription that reveals the ship’s port and year of departure. The front of 
the weight is inscribed with “Qingyuanlu” (慶元路), which refers to the area 
of present-day Ningbo in Zhejiang Province. The back side is inscribed with 
“Gyeongsin-nyeon” (庚申年), which corresponds to the year 1320. These 
inscriptions indicate that the weight was produced in 1320, prior to the 
Sinan ship’s departure. 
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Bronze Scale 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  0.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.0cm
Sin 23834
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

145

Wooden Ruler with Inscription: “Daegil ”

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  24.7cm
Width  2.2cm
Thickness  0.78cm
Sin 23890
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Various pieces of equipment for conducting commercial transactions were 
discovered in the Sinan ship, reflecting the bustling commerce of the period. 
These tools include a ruler, abacus beads, weights, and weighing pans. 
This wooden ruler is 24.8cm in length, with dots marking the points of 
measurement. An inscription written between the second and third markings 
reads “daegil ” (大吉), which means “excellent luck.” A wooden box bearing 
the same inscription was also found. With such clear demarcations, this ruler 
is a significant artifact for understanding measurements of the time period.
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Wooden Tags with Inscriptions

China, Yuan (1323)
① Third Year of Zhizhi (至治三年): Length   17.4cm, Width  2.3cm, Sin 23571 

② Hakozaki (筥崎): Length  19.8cm, Width  2.3cm, Sin 23737

③ Tofuku-ji Temple (東福寺): Length  11.9cm, Width  2.3cm, Sin 23747(5-5)

④ June 3rd (六月三一): Length  21.6cm, Width  2.5cm, Sin 23587
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

The writing on these wooden shipping tags says “third year of Zhizhi” (至
治三年), which corresponds to 1323, confirming that the Sinan ship must 
have sailed from China around 1323. Other tags have the names of places in 
Japan written on them, including Tofuku-ji Temple (東福寺) in Kyoto, and 
Jozaku-an Hermitage (釣寂庵) and Hakozaki-gu Shrine (筥崎) in Fukuoka, 
indicating the destinations of various cargo. 

➊

➋

➌

➍
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Wooden Sandal 

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333)
Length  24.0cm 
Sin 23303
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

148

Lacquered Bowl

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333)
Height  6.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  14.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.8cm
Sin 10569
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

Carved from pine wood, this artifact is a Japanese sandal called a “geta.” 
Wooden sandals of this type were not worn in either Korea and China, but 
were worn in Japan from the ninth to the sixteenth century, maintaining 
a consistent form throughout the centuries. The discovery of such wooden 
sandals indicates that the Sinan ship likely had crew members from Japan.

Both the interior and exterior surfaces of this bowl are coated with black 
lacquer. Two columns of Chinese characters are inscribed on the bottom of 
the bowl; the left column reads “辛未兮塘,” and the right column reads “陳
万一叔造.” The first two characters in the left column (辛未) refer to the 
“Sinmi year” which could be either 1211 and 1271. Given that the Sinan 
ship sailed around 1323, the “Sinmi” date probably refers to 1271. This bowl 
is the only piece of inscribed lacquerware from the Sinan ship. 
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Japanese Chess Pieces 

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333)
Length ~3.0cm 
Sin 23942, 23930(3-3), 23902
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

150

Dice

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  0.9cm
Sin 19279, 19351, 19478 
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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Rosewood Items

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  20.0–225.0cm
Diameter  4.0–45.0cm 
Sinan shipwreck

Approximately 1,100 pieces of rosewood timber were recovered from 
the Sinan shipwreck. Native to various parts of Southeast Asia, including 
southern India, Sri Lanka, Java, Borneo, and Sumatra, rosewood was used 
to make high-quality craft works. Some of the rosewood pieces are inscribed 
with Chinese characters, Arabic numerals, signs, or other ink writings; these 
inscriptions likely indicate the purpose of the rosewood, the client who 
would receive it, or the quantity.
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History of 
World Ships

Exhibition Gallery 3



152 National Research Institute 
of Maritime Cultural Heritage 

Exploring the development of world ships is like taking a journey through the history of human 

civilization. Ancient civilizations were inextricably linked to rivers and oceans, as exemplified by the “Four 

Ancient River Valleys” (i.e., the Tigris and Euphrates, Nile, Indus and Ganges, Yellow and Yangtze). Of 

course, in order to utilize rivers and seas for trade and exchange, a civilization had to build ships. Thus, 

human civilization and ships developed simultaneously. 

In ancient times, people made ships with materials that were readily available in the local region. For 

example, people in South America and in the Nile valley made early ships from papyrus, while the people 

of North America used leather or the bark of birch trees. Hence, using local materials, people constructed 

ships that connected them with the rest of the world. By enabling cultural and material exchanges between 

distant places, ships played an instrumental role in the overall development of human civilization.

The ancient civilization of Crete in the Mediterranean Sea reached its peak around 2000 BCE. The people 

of Crete grew barley, wheat, grapes, and olives, and sailed the East Mediterranean region conducting 

maritime trade. Then, the Phoenician people built several city-states in the area of present-day Lebanon, 

and became the leaders in maritime trade starting around the twelfth century BCE. The Phoenician people 

successfully expanded their influence by building colonies in North Africa, thus becoming the conduit for 

introducing the advanced civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt to the rest of the Mediterranean region. 

The phonetic scripts used by the Phoenician people were introduced to Greece, serving as the foundation 

for the first alphabet. By continually constructing and improving galleys for maritime trade throughout the 

Mediterranean region, the Phoenicians played an integral role in the development of Greek civilization. 

The importance of ships was magnified in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, as several European 

countries began actively seeking to spread their influence by colonizing other parts of the world. In 

particular, Spain and Portugal fiercely competed for world dominance in the time period that is now 

known as the “Age of Discovery.” The representative ship at the time was a “carrack,” an ocean-going 

sailing ship with three masts. Vasco da Gama of Portugal became the first European to reach India by 

sailing along the west coast of Africa, while Christopher Columbus reached the islands that are now the 

West Indies by sailing west through the Atlantic. In search of herbs and spices, Ferdinand Magellan crossed 

the Atlantic and the Pacific, achieving the first circumnavigation of the Earth and proving that the Earth is 

round. 

In Asia, under the order of the Yongle Emperor of the Ming Dynasty, Zheng He embarked on an 

expedition in 1405 with a fleet of about 200 ships, including sixty-two baochuan (寶船), or “treasure 

ships.” From 1405 to 1433, Zheng He commanded seven expeditionary voyages, reaching as far as Somalia 

via the Indian Ocean. Through the writings of scholars aboard Zheng He’s expeditions, the Chinese 

acquired knowledge of Southeast Asia, India, and Africa.

Ships 
of the World: 
Icons of Civilization

Mediterranean Sea: 
Cradle of Ancient 
European Civilizations

Age of Exploration: 
Ships Connecting
Continents
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The absolute monarchs of Europe strategically developed and emphasized their naval forces in the quest for 

world dominance. In 1588, the “Invincible Armada” of Spain fell to the combined forces of Britain and 

the Netherlands, allowing those two countries to gain the upper hand in the struggle for naval dominance. 

Both of these countries emphasized the construction of large battleships as a crucial element of national 

security. Representative battleships from this period include the Mary Rose and HMS Victory (Britain) 

and the Vasa (Sweden). 

Starting about 250 years ago, the global society was transformed by the Industrial Revolution, which began 

in Britain. In the United States, Robert Fulton launched a steamboat on the Hudson River, while Robert 

Stephenson of Britain introduced the steam locomotive, opening the era of the railroad. Transportation 

and commerce rapidly developed, as steam locomotives replaced carriages on land and steamboats replaced 

sailing ships on sea. The nations of the world grew closer together, helping to forge a new industrial society.

The emergence of mechanically powered boats allowed ships to become much larger. Starting in the 

late nineteenth century, huge passenger ships, sometimes called “Queens of the Ocean,” regularly sailed 

international routes. These ships became bigger and faster in the twentieth century, as Britain and the 

United States competed to produce the most advanced luxury liners. The most famous of these passenger 

ships was the Titanic, which launched on its maiden voyage on April 10, 1912, sailing from Southampton, 

England to New York. A few days into its journey, however, the Titanic struck an iceberg and sank, taking 

the lives of 1,514 passengers and crew members.

Age of Absolute
Monarchy: 
Ships for Defense

Industrial Revolution
and Steam Power:
Development 
of Transportation 
of Commerce 

Twentieth Century: 
Era of Mass Transit
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Model of Papyrus Reed Boat 

Egypt (Pre-history) 
Length  141cm
Width  34cm
Height  138cm (scale of 1:10) 

Papyrus reed boats, which are still used on the Nile River (Egypt) and Lake 
Titicaca (South America), are the oldest type of boat known to humanity. 
Such boats can be seen in an Egyptian mural painted around 6000 BCE. 
Papyrus reeds grow in abundance around the Nile River, and they are very 
buoyant, even when submerged. Thus, it is little surprise that Egyptian people 
have been producing and using papyrus reed boats since pre-historic times. 
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Model of Kon-tiki Raft 

South America (1947)
Length  84cm
Width  52cm
Height  100cm (scale of 1:20)

A Kon-tiki raft is made by tying together nine long logs (each 0.6m in 
diameter and 14m in length), with several shorter logs (0.3m in diameter 
and 5.5m in length) used as horizontal cross-pieces for additional support. 
In 1947, Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl (1904-2002) led a small team 
that embarked across the Pacific on a raft that they named “Kon-tiki,” in honor 
of an Incan god. The goal of the expedition was to prove that ancient natives 
of South America could have settled in the Polynesian islands. After departing 
from the coast of Peru, Heyerdahl and his crew arrived at the Tuamotus of 
Polynesia after 90 days, completing a voyage of about 8,000 kilometers.
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Model of Kayak  

Alaska (Pre-history) 
Length  117cm
Width  15cm
Height  11cm (scale of 1:10)

The English word “kayak” originates from “qayaq” the name of a traditional 
boat used by Arctic Eskimos. To make a kayak, a frame made from wood or 
whale bones is covered with a sewn canvas of animal leather (often sealskin or 
sea-lion skin). For around 4,000 years, such boats have been used for hunting 
and fishing in Alaskan lakes and rivers, the Arctic Ocean, the Bering Sea, and 
the coastal waters of the North Pacific
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Model of Canoe 

North America (Pre-history) 
Length  183cm
Width  29cm
Height  11cm (scale of 1:5)

A canoe is a small narrow boat made from tree bark, animal leather, reeds, 
or logs, which is usually propelled by a human paddler. With two pointed 
ends for easier steering, canoes have the quintessential form of a boat, and 
have thus been widely used by many ethnicities around the world. In Europe, 
it is estimated that canoes have been in use since the Neolithic Age, and 
other areas with a highly developed tradition of canoes include Northwest 
Canada, the Pacific coast, Polynesia, and Melanesia. Some well-known 
varieties include birch-bark canoes, used by Native Americans and the Ainu 
(an indigenous people of Hokkaido, Japan and Sakhalin, Russia), as well as 
Eskimo canoes, made with leather or sealskin, which resemble a kayak. 
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Model of Egyptian Solar Ship

Egypt (BCE 2550) 
Length  225cm
Width  36cm
Height  30cm (scale of 1:20) 

This ancient Egyptian solar ship was discovered by workers who were 
removing sand from an area south of the Great Pyramid of Giza (built to 
honor Pharaoh Khufu). After being found in a large pit (31m long and 3.5m 
deep), the ship was carefully disassembled. Notably, the ship is inscribed with 
the name “Djedefre” Khufu’s successor as pharaoh, indicating that it was 
buried as a grave good to be used by Djedefre in the afterlife.
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Model of Phoenician Merchant Ship

Ancient Phoenicia (11th-9th century BCE)
Length  135cm
Width  35cm
Height  105cm (scale of 1:20)

Utilizing their expertise in astronomy, tides, and currents, the Phoenician 
people were able to develop highly advanced nautical skills. They primarily 
built two types of ships: merchant ships and long narrow vessels used in 
combat. Such ships were used to export wood, wine, glass crafts, and salt. 
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Model of Greek Galley

Ancient Greece (5th century BCE) 
Length  188cm
Width  30cm
Height  83cm (scale of 1:20)

The representative vessel of ancient Greece is a galley ship which uses paddles. 
Greek galley ships were relatively light, but they had powerful longitudinal 
strength, making them excellent battleships with great mobility. One effective 
battle strategy was to affix sharp rams to the bow, and then deliberately 
smash into enemy ships. Around the fifth century BCE, after the Greeks 
prevailed in the Greco-Persian Wars, galley ships were distributed across the 
Mediterranean Sea.
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Model of Viking Ship 

Denmark and Sweden (8th-12th century) 
Length  117cm
Width  27cm
Height  87cm (scale of 1:20)

Like most medieval European ships, Viking ships had only one mast. The 
Vikings were Scandinavian seafaring people who resided in the region that is 
now Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. Being active fishers and hunters, they 
called themselves “Vikings” which means “warriors of the sea.” From the 
eighth to the tenth century, the Vikings invaded various parts of Europe by 
skillfully navigating maritime routes. Traditionally, when a Viking chieftain 
or nobleman died, he would be buried at sea along with a ship. Thus, ships 
and relics of the Vikings have been excavated from many places in Europe. 
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Model of the Weser Cog

Germany (1380) 
Length  131cm
Width  37cm
Height  114cm (scale of 1:20)

During a dredging of the Weser River in Bremen, Germany in 1962, a 
sunken vessel was discovered, which later became known as the Weser Cog. 
Built around 1380, the ship has a deck that extends from the bow to the 
stern. Although many vessels predating the Weser Cog were equipped with 
sails, most used paddles as their primary source of power. The Weser Cog, 
however, had no paddles, and thus relied entirely on its sails for propulsion. 
In addition, while most European ships (including Viking ships) had the 
rudder on the right side of the vessel, the rudder of the Weser Cog is installed 
in the middle of the stern. Based on these two changes, the Weser Cog is 
considered to be the representative European sailing ship of its time.
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Model of Zheng He’s ship 

China, Ming (1405) 
Length  135cm
Width   49cm
Height  69cm (scale of 1:100)
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The sea voyages of Zheng He(鄭和, 1371–1433 or 1435)  and his fleet are 
documented in The General Survey of the Ocean Shores (瀛涯勝覽) by Ma 
Huan, who participated in the expeditions. According to the book, the 
expeditions included “baochuan” (treasure ships), which ranged up to 130 
meters in length. Also, a military member of the fleet named Fei Xin wrote 
that a baochuan had twelve sails, which helps us to estimate how these ships 
performed on the seas. Zheng He’s expeditions were made possible by China’s 
advanced shipbuilding technology, which became highly developed in the 
Song and Yuan periods, as well as the invention of a compass and an expert 
knowledge of astronomical navigation.
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Models of the Pinta, Niña, and Santa Maria 

Spain (1492) 

Pinta (left)

Length  62cm, Width  15cm, Height  44cm (scale of 1:50) 

Niña (center)

Length  59cm, Width  15 cm, Height  47cm (scale of 1:50) 

Santa Maria (right)

Length  64cm, Width  17cm, Height  64cm (scale of 1:50)

In 1492, Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) departed Spain on an epic 
voyage, commanding three ships; his main vessel was the Santa Maria, 
accompanied by the Pinta and Niña as supplementary vessels. The Santa 
Maria was a carrack with three masts and five sails, with a length of 23 
meters and a capacity of 150 tons. On September 6, 1492, Columbus left the 
Canary Islands in search of the so called “New Continent.” Then on October 
12, a crew member aboard the Niña spotted an island in the present day 
Bahamas, which Columbus named San Salvador. Later, the Santa Maria sank 
in the West Indies, forcing Columbus to return home on the Niña.
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Model of the Dhow

Middle East (7th century to 13th century)
Length  65cm
Width  50cm
Height  22cm (scale of 1:50) 

For many centuries, the people of India traveled by sea routes, spreading 
Buddhism and Hinduism to Southeast Asia. Succeeding the Indians, Arabian 
merchants extended these sea routes and became the first to establish the sea 
route connecting Europe and Asia. From the beginning of the Islamic Empire 
around the seventh century, Arabic merchants connected East and West by 
sailing Dhow ships along the east coast of Africa and then to Southeast Asia, 
China, and Korea. To take advantage of seasonal winds, the Arabians built 
large sailing ships and utilized early compasses to facilitate maritime trade. The 
Arabian merchants reaped the economic benefits of these new trade routes, but 
more importantly, they contributed greatly to the development of science and 
technology by introducing Chinese gunpowder and compasses to Europe. 
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Model of Red Seal Ship

Japan (16th century) 
Length  154cm
Width  30cm
Height  100cm (scale of 1:20)

Starting in the sixteenth century, Red Seal ships sailed between Japan and 
Southeast Asia as merchant vessels under the license of the Tokukawa 
shogunate government. Most of these ships were built in Southeast Asia, 
with a structure that combined elements of ships from Europe, China, and 
Japan. After the Nagasaki Port was opened to foreign countries in 1571, the 
Red Seal ship was the first to be issued an official permit to trade with Japan, 
in 1604. By the mid-seventeenth century, the peak period of international 
maritime trade, there were about 350 Red Seal ships. Red Seal ships had a 
capacity of 500 to 750 tons, and a crew of about 200.
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Model of a Junk

China, Ming and Qing (14th-20th century)
Length  98cm
Width  30cm
Height  76cm (scale of 1:20)

A junk is a type of Chinese sailing ship that was used to transport passengers 
and cargo. Junks were large vessels that could accommodate hundreds of 
merchants, and were thus used to perform maritime trades in competition 
with Arabian merchants. By renovating junks, the Chinese were also able to 
emigrate to distant places, such as Southeast Asia. Unique to China, junks 
ranged in size from large sailing ships with a maximum capacity of 400 tons 
to small, flat ships used for short voyages.
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Model of the Cutty Sark 

Britain (19th century) 
Length  211cm
Width  27cm
Height  128cm (scale of 1:42) 

From the seventeenth century, as trade between Britain and its colonies 
increased, large and fast sailing ships called “clippers” emerged as the primary 
British ship. Clippers were longer than other sailing ships, and they employed 
high sails with uniform width and depth for maximum speed. The Cutty 
Sark, a British clipper ship, is a representative merchant vessel of this period. 
Built in Glasgow, Scotland, this ship was used to conduct tea trades between 
Britain and China in the 1870s, transporting around £1 million (British 
pounds) worth of tea per voyage. 
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Henry VIII (r. 1509-1547), the second Tudor monarch of England, 
strengthened the authority of the British throne and laid the foundation of a 
centralized system of government. His power was backed by a mighty navy, 
which defeated the “Invincible Armada” of Spain. To further strengthen the 
British navy, King Henry VIII ordered the construction of the Mary Rose, 
a battleship. For about thirty years, the Mary Rose won many naval battles, 
until it sank in the waters of the Solent, an English strait, in 1545.

167

Model of the Mary Rose 

Britain (1545)
Length  167cm
Width  38cm
Height  137cm (scale of 1:40)



175Maritime Museum

168

Model of the HMS Victory

Britain (18th-19th century) 
Length  286cm
Width  60cm
Height  150cm (scale of 1:25)

The HMS Victory, a 100-gun first-rate battleship that is 69 meters long, 
became famous as the battleship of Admiral Horatio Nelson (1758-1805), 
who became a national hero of Britain after prevailing in the Battle of 
Trafalgar. Admiral Nelson took command of the Victory in 1800, after it had 
undergone extensive repairs. Using the ship, he defeated the combined forces 
of France and Spain to win the Battle of Trafalgar in October 1805. However, 
Admiral Nelson died during the battle and the ship was severely damaged. 
The HMS Victory was retired in December 1812. Then in 1922, the ship 
was transported to Portsmouth, where it was restored and repaired in a seven-
year project. It is currently exhibited at the National Museum of the Royal 
Navy in Portsmouth.
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Model of the Vasa 

Sweden (1627)
Length  227cm
Width  36cm
Height  180cm (scale of 1:35)

In 1627, Sweden’s King Gustave II (r. 1611-1632) ordered the construction 
of the Vasa, a 64 gun battleship that was 69 meters in length. Tragically, 
however, the ship sank in 1628 after departing Stockholm on its maiden 
voyage. After many failed attempts, it was finally salvaged in 1961. The ship 
was then conserved, and it has been exhibited at the Vasa Museum in Sweden 
since 1990.
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Model of the Clermont 
(North River Steamboat) 

USA (1807) 
Length  100cm
Width  20cm
Height  52cm (scale of 1:50)
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Prior to the nineteenth century, every ship operated by either manpower (i.e., 
paddles) or wind-power (i.e., sails). But that changed in 1807, when Robert Fulton 
(1765-1815) invented the world’s first steamboat, forever altering the course of 
nautical history. With financial support from Robert Livingston (1746-1813), Fulton 
manufactured the North River Steamboat, also named the Clermont, which he 
sailed up the Hudson River from New York in 1807. Using steam power, Fulton 
completed a 240km journey in about thirty two hours, about sixty hours less than 
such a journey would have taken previously. With this great success, the Clermont 
became the first commercially viable steamboat, laying the foundation for the rapid 
development of later powerboats.
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171

Model of the Titanic 

Britain (1912) 
Length  135cm
Width  15cm
Height  40cm (scale of 1:200)
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The Titanic, a luxury passenger-ship manufactured in 1911 by Britain’s White Star 
Line, received great international attention as a technological marvel of its time. At 
269 meters long and 28.19 meters wide, it was the largest ship ever built. In addition, 
with its two giant steam engines (each the size of a three-story house), the Titanic 
could make 12 knots (22km per hour). With this unprecedented combination of size 
and speed, the Titanic was nicknamed the “Unsinkable Ship.” But on April 14, 1912, 
on her maiden voyage from Southampton, England to New York, the ship collided 
with an iceberg in the area of Newfoundland, and sank after 2 hours and 40 minutes.
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Introductio in Universam Geographiam 

Johanne Bunone 
The Netherlands (1697) 
Height  23cm
Width  18cm

Published in Amsterdam, Johanne Bunone’s Introductio in Universam 
Geographiam was considered to be the definitive geography book of the mid-
eighteenth century. It consisted of six volumes: the first volume focuses on the 
entire planet, and the other five volumes introduce various countries, sea routes, 
and historical facts. Notably, the text included part of an introductory book 
by Philippus Cluverius (1580-1622), a German geographer who had revived 
geographical research in Europe. After traveling through Europe as a military 
officer, Cluverius became a geographical and historical researcher in 1616.
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Narrative of a Voyage Round the World: 
Performed in Her Majesty’s Ship Sulphur During 
the Years 1836-1842 

Edward Belcher 
Britain (1843) 
Height  24cm
Width  17cm

Edward Belcher (1799-1877) was a British naval officer who explored the 
world and surveyed various coastlines. After sailing from Europe to India, 
Asia, and America via Africa, he documented his voyage in Narrative of a 
Voyage Round the World. In 1843, working aboard the HMS Samarang, 
Belcher conducted a thorough survey of the sea routes of China and its 
neighboring countries, and also documented nautical charts and other details 
of the voyage. In particular, he created a detailed map of the south coast 
of Jejudo Island of Korea, and also recorded various information about the 
Joseon society of the time. 
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Description géographique, historique, chronologique, politique, 
et physique de l'empire de la Chine, et de la Tartarie chinoise  

Jean Baptiste Du Halde 
France (1735) 
Height  44cm
Width  30cm 

This introduction to the history, geography, and culture of China and 
Manchuria was written by Jean Baptiste Du Halde (1674-1743), a French 
Jesuit geographer. Comprehensively collecting materials about China and 
Manchuria from other Jesuits, Du Halde wrote this four-volume book, which 
reflects the contemporaneous understanding of China within Europe. 
The fourth volume features an introduction of the Joseon Dynasty, including 
a complete map of Joseon produced in 1735 by a cartographer named Jean 
Baptiste Bourguignon d’Anville. In this map, the East Sea is marked as “SEA 
OF COREA” and Ulleungdo and Dokdo islands are respectively labeled as 
“Fan-ling-tao” and “Tchian-chan-tao.” 
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A Proposal for Discovering Our Longitude 

Jane Squire 
Britain (1742) 
Height  30cm
Width  25cm

This nautical guidebook describes how to determine longitude and 
latitude—essential information for nautical navigation—using the sun, 
moon, and stars.
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The British Mariner’s Guide 

Nevil Maskelyne 
Britain (1763) 
Height  22cm
Width  18cm 

177

Voyages And Travels in All Parts of the World 

John Pinkertons 
Britain (1812) 
Height  27cm
Width  22cm



188 National Research Institute 
of Maritime Cultural Heritage 

178

Voyage de La Perouse 

La Perouse 
France (1797) 
Height  29cm
Width  22cm

This book is a report of an expedition by La Perouse (1741-1788), who 
explored the nations of East Asia under the order of France’s King Louis XVI 
(r.1774-1792). In the eighteenth century, Louis XVI promoted expeditions 
to Asia and the Americas, seeking to develop new sea routes and expand 
the territory of the French colonies. La Perouse commanded one of these 
expeditions from 1785 until January 1788, when he and his team went 
missing. The king then ordered Milet Mureau to organize and edit the 
interim reports that La Perouse had been sending to France, resulting in the 
publication of this book in 1797. Beginning on May 19, 1787, at an area 
near Jejudo Island, La Perouse and his team surveyed the south and east coasts 
of Joseon, measuring the coastline in order to create nautical charts. Ulleungdo 
Island is labeled as as “Dagelet I” named after the French astronomer Joseph 
Lepaute Dagelet, who was the first Westerner to discover the island.
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The Yellow Sea Along the Coast of Corea 

John McLeod 
Britain (1817) 
Height  21.5cm
Width  14cm

This book describes the voyage of the Alceste, a British ship that introduced 
the Bible to Korea. Written by John McLeod (the ship’s surgeon), the book 
describes the crew’s experiences in Joseon, including reports of shipwrecks in 
Joseon, Okinawa (Japan), Manila (the Philippines), and Sumatra (Indonesia), 
as well as a story about being rescued from Malaysian pirates. The captain of 
the Alceste was Murray Maxwell (1775-1831), who was ordered to escort Lord 
Amherst on a diplomatic mission to Beijing, China. For about four months, 
while Lord Amherst negotiated with the Chinese about opening their ports, 
Captain Maxwell and his crew were free to explore the local region. They 
surveyed the coast of Bohai Bay in northern China, before moving southward 
to visit the west coast of the Korean peninsula. They explored and made 
sketches of various islands, giving Western names to the places they visited.
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Account of A Voyage of Discovery to the West Coast 
of Corea, and the Great Loo-choo Island 

Basil Hall 
Britain (1818) 
Height  27.5cm
Width  22.5cm

This text is part of a multi-volume account of the expeditions of Basil Hall 
(1788-1844), a British naval officer who explored various parts of the world 
on a ship called the Lyra. In September 1816, while returning to Britain 
via Guangdong Province, Basil Hall received new orders to join Captain 
Murray Maxwell and his crew on the Alceste, and to jointly explore the 
west coast of Joseon. In the resultant expedition, Hall and his crew met and 
conversed with Yi Seungryeol (Magistrate of Biin County) and Jo Daebok 
(Commander of Maryang Garrison), and explored the sea near the port of 
Maryang, Seocheon, South Chungcheong Province. This book includes a sea 
map of the waters near Maryang, an illustration of a person believed to be Jo 
Daebok, as well as twenty-eight Korean words. 
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Flags of Maritime Nations 

Secretary of the Navy 
USA (1882) 
Height  29cm
Width  23cm

Published by the United States Department of the Navy in July 1882, this 
introductory book documents the flags of about fifty maritime nations, 
including the US, Argentina, Austria, France, Germany, Britain, and many 
more. The book includes many little-known flags, such as royal or imperial 
standards, admiral’s flags, merchant flags, pilot flags, and commodore’s 
pennants. Notably, the book features an early version of Taegeukgi, the 
Korean national flag. Although the taiji symbol (i.e., yin-yang) and four 
trigrams are different from the current version of the flag, the overall form 
and composition are the same.
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Telescope

Britain (19th century) 
Telescope

Length  72cm
Diameter  6.5cm 
Case

Length  52cm
Diameter  8.0cm 
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Instruments from the Hydrographic Office of the UK 

Britain (1930s)
Upper

Length  59cm
Width  25cm

The case for these instruments is marked “HO” which stands for the 
Hydrographic Office of the United Kingdom. The set includes a three-arm 
protractor (also known as a “station pointer”), which was used to measure 
distance and direction while sailing. This tool consists of a circular scale 
connected to three graded arms. The central arm is fixed, while the outer two 
can be rotated to form any angle relative to the central arm. A sextant is used 
to measure the angles between the three points of the arms, and then those 
angles are applied to nautical charts to determine the position of a ship.
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Gyrocompass

Germany (20th century) 
Diameter  33cm
Height  12cm 

Compasses are essential tools for navigating by sea or by air, as well as for 
measuring distances or constructing buildings on land. There are two general 
types of compass: magnetic compasses have a magnetized needle that points 
to the North Pole (magnetic north), while gyrocompasses (or non-magnetic 
compasses) determine location and direction using the rotation of the Earth. 
Invented in 1906 by the German scientist Hermann Anschütz-Kaempfe 
(1872-1931), before coming into public use in 1911, gyrocompasses use a 
rapidly spinning wheel (powered by electricity) to find true north. Since 
they are oriented according to “true north” rather than magnetic north, 
gyrocompasses are often more effective at high latitudes, where magnetic 
compasses can be difficult to use.
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Oak Framed Compass

Britain (20th century) 
Height  33cm
Width  33cm
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Radio Wave Transmitter-Receiver  

20th century 
Length  20cm
Width  12cm

186

Brass Compass Alidade

Germany (20th century) 
Length  27cm
Width  11cm
Height  13cm
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188

Horn

20th century 
Length  66cm
Width  33cm
Height  65cm
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History of 
Korean Ships



201Maritime Museum

Ⅳ

History of 
Korean Ships

Exhibition Gallery 4
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Since pre-history, the people of the Korean peninsula have been pioneers of the sea, creating new sea routes 

in many coastal areas in the Korea Strait, enabling them to conduct cultural exchanges with China and 

Japan. 

The inhabitants of Korea have been building and sailing boats since the Neolithic Age, as evidenced by 

the discovery of an ancient boat at the Bibong-ri sites of Changnyeong, South Gyeongsang Province. In 

addition, the Bangudae petroglyphs in Ulju, Ulsan show scenes of people on a boat hunting a whale, 

providing a fascinating glimpse of the fishing practices of ancient times. 

During the Bronze Age, people of the Korean peninsula sailed great distances on rafts of their own making, 

enabling them to engage with neighboring regions in cultural exchange. In this way, they introduced 

various cultural advancements to Japan in areas such as rice-farming, metalware, and pottery, significantly 

influencing the development of the Yayoi culture of Japan. 

After establishing their own territories and governments, the Three Kingdoms of Korea—Silla, Baekje, and 

Goguryeo—actively engaged in diverse maritime activities. The Three Kingdoms formed diplomatic relations 

with and sent envoys to both China and Japan. By exchanging both goods and people with neighboring 

states, these ancient kingdoms sought to advance and protect their own interests. 

Upon unifying the Korean peninsula in 668, the Silla Kingdom expanded and intensified its military, 

economic, and cultural maritime activities. One of the most influential military maritime figures of the time 

was Jang Bogo (d. 846), who returned from China’s Tang Dynasty and installed Cheonghaejin Garrison 

(present-day Wando Island) in 828 (third year of King Heungdeok). Jang Bogo used to garrison to eradicate 

pirates who had been active in the area, and also to conduct trade with the Tang Dynasty and Japan, bringing 

economic prosperity to Silla. In this period, more Silla people began living and working abroad, leading to 

the establishment of a “xinluofang” (新羅坊, an area occupied by Silla people) and a “xinluosuo” (新羅所, an 

autonomous organization of Silla people) in China’s Shandong and Jiangsu provinces.

Maritime activities were a crucial element of the ruling power of the Goryeo Dynasty, which built large 

ships and actively traded with the Song Dynasty. With its advanced shipbuilding technology, Goryeo 

built thousands of ships that were used to invade Japan, in alliance with the Ming Dynasty. Also during 

the Goryeo period, a system for the maritime transport of tax goods was established. Large ships 

called “chomaseon,” with a capacity of 1,000 seok (approximately 144,000 kg) carried shipments of tax 

goods between the Goryeo capital of Gaegyeong (present-day North Korea), southern Seoul, and the 

Chungcheong, Jeolla, and Gyeongsang provinces. 

Excavations along the southwest coast have uncovered many ships from the Goryeo Dynasty, including 

the Wando Island Ship (eleventh or twelfth century); the Dallido Island Ship (thirteenth or fourteenth 

century); the Anjwado Island Ship (thirteenth century); the Taean ship (twelfth century); and Mado Island 

Ships I, II, and III (thirteenth century). These important discoveries have provided a wealth of information 

about Goryeo’s shipbuilding technology and the system for transporting tax goods. All of these Goryeo 

vessels are flat-bottomed ships made from pine and oak wood using wooden nails.

Goryeo’s primary port for international trade was Byeongnando Port in the downstream area of Yeseong 

River in Gaepung-gun, Hwanghae Province. Located near the Goryeo capital of Gaegyeong, the 

Yeseong River is deep enough to allow ships’ easy passage, and is thus believed to have been a center for 

international trade. This port also served as a gateway for anyone entering or leaving Goryeo. 

Ships 
of Pre-history

Maritime Activities 
of the Three Kingdoms 
and Unified Silla

Maritime Activities
of the Goryeo Dynasty
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During the Joseon Dynasty(1392-1910), the navy and the maritime system for transporting tax goods 

became more highly developed, while non-governmental maritime trade activities were more strictly 

controlled. From its founding in 1392, Joseon relied on a strong navy to defend against Japanese pirates, as 

demonstrated by records showing that 829 warships were in operation during the reign of King Sejong (r. 

1418-1450). 

The two most famous types of Joseon warship were the panokseon (the primary Joseon warship) and the 

geobukseon (armored “turtle ship”). After appearing during the mid-Joseon period, both types of ship 

played a crucial role in the Imjin War (1592-1598). In addition to the panokseon and geobukseon, the navy 

of the late Joseon period actively used other large and small armored ships. Also during the Joseon period, 

two types of ships were used to transport tax goods: a large ship (capacity of 1,000 seok) called a “joseon” (漕

船), and a smaller ship called a “bukjoseon” (北漕船). Notably, Mado Island Ship IV, which was found in 

2015 in the waters of Mado Island, Taean, South Chungcheong Province, has great historical significance 

as the first ship ever discovered that was used to transport Joseon tax goods. 

The Joseon Dynasty first opened its ports in 1876, in accordance with the Treaty of Ganghwa Island. With 

the introduction of steamboats and other mechanically powered boats, the traditional Korean ships that 

had served for centuries as warships and cargo ships gradually disappeared. Eventually, the Joseon navy was 

disbanded, and tax goods were transported exclusively by mechanically powered ships. Even smaller vessels 

used by people in everyday life, such as fishing boats, cargo boats, and merchant boats, were replaced by 

Western-style mechanical ships. As a result, by the 1930s, traditional Korean ships had all but vanished. 

One of the only types of Korean traditional boat that has survived to this day is the gotbae, which is a small 

fishing boat used to catch shrimp along Korea’s west coast. Notably, gotbae have no form of propulsion, so 

they are usually towed by a larger boat. Some traditional Korean boats can also be found on Gwanmaedo 

Island.

Traditional Korean ships underwent drastic changes during the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945), as 

Japan sought to implement its own shipbuilding technology and its own fishing practices. The Japanese 

colonialists launched a nationwide project to replace traditional Korean ships with revised wooden ships 

made in the Japanese style. For example, under the Japanese Government-General of Korea, the Research 

Center for Fishing and Fisheries opened the School of Shipbuilding to change the way ships were made.

Maritime Activities 
of the Joseon Dynasty

Encounter 
of Traditional Korean Ships
 and World Ships 

Changes to Korean Ships 
during Japanese Colonial 
Rule
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Bibong-ri Ship 

Neolithic Age 
Gimhae National Museum 

This fragment of an ancient ship was discovered in Bibong-ri, Changnyeong, 
South Gyeongsang Province. The ship was made by first blackening a pine-
tree log with fire, and then using a stone ax to hollow out the core of the 
log. The fragment is about 310cm long and 62cm wide. Radiocarbon dating 
shows that the boat was likely produced about 8,000 years ago, during the 
Neolithic Age. Along with this fragment, the excavations also yielded a 
paddle (178cm in length). 

Fragment of ancient ship found in Bibong-ri, Changnyeong (seen from the stern)
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Designated as National Treasure No.285, the Bangudae petroglyphs of 
Daegok-ri, Ulju, consist of about 300 scenes carved on large rocks. These 
diverse scenes realistically illustrate various activities of ancient people 
on both land and water, including fishing, hunting, and using boats. In 
particular, scenes of people traveling by boat or hunting a whale with early 
weapons are important resources for understanding early fishing activities.

Detail of Bangudae Petroglyphs 

Bangudae Petroglyphs 

Neolithic Age 
Cultural Heritage Administration, Korea
National Treasure No. 285 
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Model of Anapji Pond Boat 

Unified Silla Kingdom 
Length  121cm
Width  23cm
Height  8cm (scale of 1:5) 

Excavated from the east part of Anapji Pond in Gyeongju in 1975, this boat 
was preserved in almost perfect condition. Made from pine wood, the boat 
was built by joining three separate panels (left, right, and center). At the time 
of discovery, the boat was 6.2 meters long and 0.4 meters wide. As the first 
ancient Korean ship ever discovered with its original form intact, this boat 
is an invaluable artifact illustrating the transition from dugout canoes to 
structured boats.

Anapji Pond boat
Gyeongju Natoinal Museum
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Model of Jang Bogo’s Ship 

Unified Silla Kingdom 
Length  318cm
Width  43cm
Height  168cm (scale of 1:5)

Known as “gyogwanseon” (交關船, ship of exchange), this is an example of 
a ship from the fleet of Jang Bogo (d. 846), an influential maritime figure 
of the Silla Kingdom. After returning home from China’s Tang Dynasty, 
Jang Bogo constructed Cheonghaejin Garrison (present-day Wando Island) 
in 828 (third year of King Heungdeok). From the garrison, Jang Bogo 
eradicated pirates who had been active in the area. Moreover, the garrison 
became a busy center for international trade, and thus played a crucial role 
in connecting Silla, China, and Japan. Although private trade was prohibited 
at the time, Jang Bogo gained exclusive rights to trade activities with his fleet 
of gyogwanseon, which were used to transport diplomatic envoys to other 
countries. However, after Jang Bogo was assassinated in 846, the brisk trades 
with both Tang and Japan decreased. 
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Model of Taean Ship 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Length  194cm
Width  74cm
Height  160cm (scale of 1:10)

In the twelfth century of the Goryeo Dynasty, while en route from Gangjin, 
South Jeolla Province to Gaegyeong, the Taean ship sank in the waters of 
Daeseom Island, Taean, South Chungcheong Province. Four layers of panels 
(bottom to top) of this ship have been found; those  four layers measure 8.2 
m in length and 1.5 m in width. Excavations of this shipwreck have yielded 
about 25,000 celadon vessels (bundled in packs), along with wooden tags 
documenting shipment details, such as the sender, recipient, contents, and 
quantity of the cargo. These wooden tags have revealed that the ship departed 
in either the “Sinhae” year (辛亥, 1131) or “Sinmi” year (辛未, 1151). 
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Gyeongsang Province

1. Seokduchang (石頭倉)

2. Tongyangchang (通陽倉)

Jeolla Province 

3. Haeryongchang (海龍倉)

4. Jangheungchang (長興倉)

5. Haeneungchang (海陵倉)

6. Buyongchang (芙蓉倉)

7. Anheungchang (安興倉)

8. Jinseongchang (鎭成倉)

Chungcheong and Gangwon Provinces

9. Hayangchang (河陽倉)

10. Yeongpungchang (永豊倉)

11. Deokheungchang (德興倉)

12. Heungwonchang (興元倉)

Hwanghae Province 

13. Allanchang (安瀾倉) 

This is a copy of Complete Map of the Eastern Country, 
produced by Jeong Sanggi (1678-1752), one of the 
greatest cartographers in Korean history. Precisely 
highlighting both sea and land routes, the map was 
made with an ingenious new scaling system that Jeong 
had devised, known as the “100 ri(里) cheok(尺)” 
scale (100 ri =1 cheok, 1:261,000). Various markings 
designate natural landmarks, famous ports, towns, 
temples, traffic routes, fortresses, and fire signal stations. 
Furthermore, the map includes about 170 islands, 
with labels of their location and distance. As the most 
accurate map of Korea from the eighteenth century, this 
map has great historical significance.

Dongguk Daejido 
(Complete Map of the Eastern Country)

Joseon (18th century) 
Height   272.7 cm, Width   147.5 cm 
National Museum of Korea 
Treasure No.1538 

Gaegyeong

Jochang (Warehouses for Collecting Tax Goods)
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Model of Mado Island Ship I 

Goryeo (1207)
Length  81cm
Width  42cm
Height  59cm (scale of 1:20)

During Goryeo’s military regime, when the country was controlled by the 
military leader Choe Chungheon (崔忠獻, 1149-1219), the Mado Island Ship I 
sank in the waters of Mado Island, Taean, South Chungcheong Province. The 
ship was en route to the Goryeo capital of Gaegyeong, loaded with crops and 
miscellaneous local products from the cities of Jangheung, Haenam, and Naju 
of Jeolla Province. Excavations of the shipwreck also uncovered shipping tags 
inscribed with the name “Kim Sunyeong” (金純永), a historical military figure 
with the rank of daejanggun (大將軍, i.e., General), along with tags showing the 
dates of the “Jeongmyo” year (丁卯, 1207) and “Mujin” year (戊辰, 1208). 
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Model of Jounseon 
(Ship for Transporting Tax Goods)

Joseon 
Length  120cm 
Width  39cm
Height  135cm (scale of 1:14)

A “jounseon”(漕運船) was a ship used to transport tax goods during the 
Joseon Dynasty. During the Goryeo Dynasty, large ships for transporting tax 
goods were called “chomaseon”(哨馬船) which had a capacity of 1,000 seok(石)
(approximately 144,000kg). During the early and mid-Joseon Dynasty, tax 
goods were sometimes transported via military ships. But by the late Joseon 
Dynasty, all tax goods were transported by jounseon, which were designed 
exclusively for such purposes. Records show that a jounseon had a designated 
lifespan of twenty years: after beginning service, the ships were modified 
after eight years, then extensively repaired after another six years, and finally 
replaced after another six years. 
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Model of Panokseon

Joseon 
Length  144cm
Width  44cm
Height  161.5cm (scale of 1:100)

Invented in 1555 (tenth year of King Myeongjong), the panokseon (板屋

船, double-decked ship) became the primary warship of the Joseon Dynasty, 
playing a key role in the defeat of the Japanese fleet in the Imjin War (1592-
1598). These ships remained in service until the late Joseon period, when 
they were renamed as “jeonseon” (戰船, combat ship). They eventually 
vanished in the later years of the Joseon Dynasty, when the Joseon naval 
forces were disbanded. 
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Model of Geobukseon (“Turtle Ship”)  

Joseon 
Length  152.0cm
Width   47.0cm
Height  175.0cm (scale of 1:25) 

The earliest known record of the geobukseon (armored Turtle Ship), the 
famous Joseon warship, appears in Annals of King Taejong (太宗實錄) from 
the early Joseon Dynasty. However, these ships eventually became strongly 
associated with Yi Sunsin (李舜臣, 1545-1598), the naval hero who was 
appointed as the commander of Left Naval Commander’s Headquarters 
in 1591. Concerned about a Japanese invasion, Yi Sunsin repaired existing 
battleships and produced new ones, including a special battleship called 
“geobukseon.” These ships would prove instrumental in Yi Sunsin’s great 
victories in the early sea battles of the Imjin War (1592-1598). After the 
Imjin War (1592-1598), geobukseon ships changed over time, but were 
continually deployed to all existing naval stations and used in military 
activities until the late Joseon Dynasty. 
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Collected Writings of Admiral Yi Sunsin 

Late Joseon 
Height - 34.1 cm, Width - 21.6 cm
National Library of Korea 



216 National Research Institute 
of Maritime Cultural Heritage 

196

Model of Fishing Boat of Ganghwado Island

Korean Empire (1900s) 
Length  166cm
Width  51cm
Height  130cm (scale of 1:50)

This traditional fishing boat was used in the region of Ganghwado Island in 
Incheon. Along with fishing, such boats were used to transport firewood or fish 
along the Han River to Mapo Port in Seoul, such that they were sometimes 
called a “siseon” (柴船, firewood boat). With some renovations, these boats 
could also be used to catch shrimp.



217Maritime Museum

197

Model of Fishing Boat of Gwanmaedo Island

Korean Empire (1900s) 
Length  163cm
Width  53.0cm
Height  120cm (scale of 1:15) 

Used in Jindo Island and Gwanmaedo Island of South Jeolla Province, this 
fishing boat was locally known as a “datbae.” Using these boats, fishers sailed 
as far as Anmado Island, Jewondo Island, Beopseongpo Port, and Wido 
Island to catch yellow corvinas and other fish. 
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Model of Angangmang Fishing Boat (with Stow Net)

Japanese Colonial Period (1930s)
Length  267cm
Width  70cm
Height  195cm (scale of 1:5) 

During the Japanese colonial period, the Japanese attempted to collectively 
transform traditional Korean fishing boats and practices. Korean traditional 
jungseonmang (中船網) fishing involved attaching a stow net to both sides of a 
boat, so that fish would be pulled into the net by currents. The Japanese sought 
to modify this technique by implementing angangmang (鮟鱇網) fishing, wherein 
the stow net is attached to an anchor that is cast into the sea at a point with rapid 
currents, so that the fish will be pulled into the net. Thus, the Japanese built 
angangmang fishing boats, like this model, which were basically revised versions 
of Korean traditional jungseonmang fishing boats. In fact, the Japanese boats were 
colloquially called “iljungseon” (日中船), meaning “Japanese-style jungseonmang 
fishing boat.”  Having a simple structure, angangmang fishing boats were suitable 
to the conditions of Korea’s west coast, and thus became popular vessels for 
fishing yellow corvinas and shrimp, even after the end of Japanese colonial rule. 
When angangmang fishing boats followed yellow corvinas to the north, they were 
often joined by merchants, who would hold impromptu markets on the water, 
called “pasi” (波市, market on the sea).
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Model of Gwangje Imperial Ship

Korean Empire (1904) 
Length  130cm
Width  18.2cm
Height  45cm (scale of 1:50) 

Initially, when the Korean Empire established its navy in 1902, the first 
vessels were renovated freight vessels known as Yangmu Imperial Ships. 
Due to operational costs, however, those ships were eventually replaced by 
Gwangje Imperial Ships, which were manufactured in the Kawasaki Kobe 
Shipyard of Japan. Weighing 1,056 tons and having a maximum speed of 14 
knots, Gwangje Imperial Ships were among the most technically advanced 
ships of their time. Each ship was equipped with guns that fired three-
inch-diameter shells, but in addition to military duties, they also served 
multiple purposes related to coast guard operations, customs inspections, and 
lighthouse inspections. 
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Exhibition Gallery 1
Goryeo Shipwrecks
001

Celadon Flower-shaped Bowl

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  6.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.3cm 
Tan 18544
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

002

Celadon Flower-shaped Bowl 
with Incised Peony Scroll Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  6.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.1cm 
Tan 18196
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

003

Celadon Bowl with Incised Parrot Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.6cm 
Tan 6382
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

004

Celadon Bowl with Embssed Lotus Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  8.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.9cm 
Tan 20829
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

005

Celadon Bowl 
with Mold-pressed Peony Scroll Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  6.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.8cm 
Tan 8654
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

006

Celadon Bowl   

Goryeo (late 11th - early 12th century) 
Height  7.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.6cm 
Hym 6424
Waters of Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan 

007

Celadon Bowl with Incised Wave 
and Fish Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.9cm 
Tan 12303
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

008

Celadon Bowl 
with Embossed Chrysanthemum Scroll Design  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  5.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.6cm 
Tan 13001
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

009

Celadon Bowl with Inlaid Peony Scroll 
and Phoenix Design 

Goryeo (14th century) 
Height  9.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.9cm 
Hym 116
Waters of Doripo, Muan

010

Celadon Bowl with Inlaid Cloud 
and Phoenix Design  

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  8.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.3cm 
Hym 103
Waters of Doripo, Muan 

011

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.4cm 
Tan 8478
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

012

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  5.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.9cm 
Tan 8477
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

013

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl)

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.3cm 
Tan 8476
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

014

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl)

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  8.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.3cm 
Tan 8399
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

015

Celadon Patra (Monk’s Bowl) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.0cm 
Tan 8398
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

016

Celadon Flower-shaped Dishes 

Goryeo (late 11th-12th century) 
Height  4.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.3cm 
L  Hym 9794, R  Hym 6657
Waters of Sibidongpado Island, Gunsan 

017

Celadon Dish with Embossed Lotus Design  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.5cm 
Tan 7571
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

018

Celadon Dish with Incised Parrot Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  8.5cm 
Diameter (Mouth)  16.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.0cm 
Tan 6218
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

019

Celadon Dish with Incised Lotus Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  17.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.8cm 
Tan 11790
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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020

Celadon Dish with Embossed Peony Design  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  3.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.8cm 
Tan 11728
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

021

Celadon Flower-shaped Dish 
with Painted Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  2.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  10.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.1cm 
Tan 18477
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

022

Celadon Dish with Mold-pressed Peony Design  

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  3.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  14.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.8cm 
Hym 16608
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

023

Celadon Flower-shaped Dish 
with Incised Chrysanthemum Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  2.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.5cm 
Hym 16655
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

024

Celadon Flower-shaped Dish 
with Inlaid Peony Chrysanthemum Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  1.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.4cm
Diameter (Foot)   5.9cm 
Hym 16654
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

025

Celadon Lobed Ewer  

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  20.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.5cm 
Tan 23724, 11843
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

026

Celadon Gourd-shaped Ewer 
with Inlaid Peony and Lotus Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Ewer 

Height  25.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.4cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.9cm 
Mad 580, 579
STand 

Height  5.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.4cm 
Mad 581
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship I) 

027

Celadon Bottle with Incised Cloud Design  

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  30.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.5cm 
Hym 16956
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

028

Celadon Maebyeong with Floral Design 
in Iron-brown Underglaze

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  24.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.7cm 
Wam 5789
Waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island 
Gwangju National Museum 

029

Celadon Maebyeong with Inlaid Willow, Reed, 
Bamboo, and Floral Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  39.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  14.4cm 
Mad 1193, 1287
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship II) 
Treasure No.1783 

030

Celadon Maebyeong with Incised Lotus Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  39.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.0cm 
Mad 1194, 1291
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship II) 
Treasure No.1784 

031

Celadon Maebyeong 
with Inlaid Waterside Landscape Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  32.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.2cm 
Hym 16525
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

032

Celadon Jar with Handles 
and Incised Cloud Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  6.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.3cm 
Hym 16924
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

033

Celadon Jar with Incised Cloud Design 
with Handles

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  8.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)   7.4cm 
Diameter (Foot)  7.4cm 
Hym 16927
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

034

Celadon Flower-shaped Cup-stand 
with Inlaid Chrysanthemum Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  5.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.2cm 
Hym 16902
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

035

Celadon Cup-stand 
with Inlaid Cloud Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  5.1cm
Diameter (Body)  15.5cm 
Diameter (Foot)  6.2cm 
Hym 117
Waters of Doripo, Muan 

036

Celadon Jar with Inlaid Scroll Design

Goryeo (14th century)
Height (including lid)  3.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.5cm 
Hym 16930
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

037

White Porcelain Case 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  2.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.7cm 
Tan 11849
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
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038

Celadon Case 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height (excluding lid)  3.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.6cm 
Tan 20882, 20883
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

039

Celadon Qilin-shaped Incense Burner Lid

Goryeo (12th-13th century) 
Height  10.8 cm
Diameter  9.8 cm 
Hym 16963
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

040

Celadon Duck-shaped Incense Burner Lid 

Goryeo (12th-13th century) 
Height 12.0cm
Diameter 10.8cm 
Hym 16964
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

041

Celadon Incense Burner 
with a Lion-shaped Lid

Goryeo (12th century) 
Tripod Incense Burner

Height 10.1cm
Widest Diameter 16.9cm 
Tan 23739
Lid

Height 13.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.0cm 
Tan 11847
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean

042

Celadon Incense Burner 
with a Lion-shaped Lid

Goryeo (12th century) 
Tripod Incense Burner

Height 9.0 cm
Widest Diameter 15.5cm 
Tan 11848
Lid

Height 14.5 cm
Diameter (Foot) 10.8cm 
Tan 25053
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean

043

Celadon Incense Burner 
with Mold-pressed 
Waterside Landscape Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Length 26.0cm
Width 22.8cm
Height 15.9cm
Hym 16494
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island 

044

Celadon Toad-shaped Inkstone 
with Painted Design

Goryeo (12th century) 
Length  13.9cm
Width  6.8cm 
Tan 22659
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 
Treasure No.1782 

045

Celadon Pillow with Inlaid Peony 
and Chrysanthemum Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Height  10.9cm
Length  13.3cm 
Waters of Mado Island (I Area), Taean

046

Celadon Pillow with Inlaid Peony Design 

Goryeo (14th century)
Height  9.6cm
Length  15.5cm 
Hym 16493
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

047

Celadon Cup 
with Incised Chrysanthemum Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  4.3cm 
Diameter (Mouth)  9.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.3cm 
Hym 16891
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

048

Celadon Cup with a Lid

Goryeo (12th century) 
Height  7.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.2cm 
Tan 6305, 6306
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

049

Celadon Cup and Lid 
with Embossed Lotus Design 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Cup (on the right)

Height  10.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  10.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.8cm 
L  Hym 2277, R  Hym 2560, 1467
Waters of Biando Island, Gunsan

050

Celadon Cup and Lid 
with Embossed Lotus Design 

Goryeo (13th century) 
Cup

Height  6.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.3cm 
Mad 692, 693
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship I) 

051

Celadon Drum with Scroll Design 
in Iron-brown Underglaze

Goryeo (11th-12th century) 
Length  51.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.3cm 
Wam 851
Waters of Eodu-ri, Wando Island 
Gwangju National Museum

052

Celadon Objects (Purpose Unknown) 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Length  3.6cm
Height  2.7cm
Tan 11836, 11837, 11838, 11839, 11845
      11846, 11850, 19221, 23731
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

053

White Porcelain Bowl 
with Inscription: “Yanggang”

China, Song or Yuan (11th-14th century) 
Height  8.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  17.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.2cm 
Mad 1888 
Waters of Mado Island (II Area), Taean 

054

Black-glazed Bowl 
with Inscription: “Deunggang”

China, Song or Yuan (11th-14th century) 
Height  5.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.3cm 
Mad 1960
Waters of Mado Island(II Area) , Taean 

055

Jars with Four Handles 

China , Yuan (1271-1368) 
Center Jar

Height  26.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.2cm 
Mad 1921, 1983, 1972
Waters of Mado Island, Taean

056

Stoneware Maebyeong

Goryeo (13th century) 
Vase

Height  29.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.4cm
Mad 1204
Lid

Height  5.4cm
Diameter  3.9cm 
Mad 1356
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship II) 
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057

Stoneware Jar with a Wooden Lid 

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Jar

Height  33.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.2cm
Volume  11.2 L 
Mad 2146
Lid

Height  1.8cm
Diameter  9.8cm 
Mad 2300
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III)

058

Stoneware Jar with a Wooden Lid 

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Jar

Height  33.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.2cm
Volume  11.45L 
Mad 2139
Lid

Height  1.2cm
Diameter  8.9cm 
Mad 2298
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III) 

059

Wooden Tags 

Goryeo (12th century) 
① Length  30.5cm, Width  2.15cm, Tan 25006 
② Length  28.7cm, Width  3.5cm, Tan 25007 
③ Length  25.6cm, Width  3.4cm, Tan 25019 
④ Length  18.6cm  Width  2.8cm, Tan 25020 
⑤ Length  17.1cm  Width  2.1cm, Tan 25008 
Waters of Daeseom Island, Taean 

060

Wooden Tags 

Goryeo (1207 or 1208) 
① Length  25.0cm, Width  3.0cm, Mad 923 
② Length  29.0cm, Width  3.0cm, Mad 931 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship I) 

061

Bronze Spoons and Chopsticks 

Goryeo (12th-13th century) 
Bronze Spoon: Length  27.3cm, Mad 2066
Bamboo Chopsticks: Length  31.7cm, Mad 1363 
Waters of Mado Island(II Area), Taean

Bronze Spoon: Length  24.0cm, Mad 2270 
Bronze Chopsticks: Length  24.6cm, Mad 2281, 2282 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III) 

062

Bronze Bowl 

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Diameter (Mouth)  16.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.9cm 
Mad 2252
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III)

063

Bronze Mirror with Cloud 
and Dragon Design

Goryeo (13th century) 
Diameter  22.5cm 
Hym 17098
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

064

Stone Korean Game Pieces

Goryeo (mid-13th century) 
Length  3.5-5.0cm
Thickness  0.8-1.3cm 
Mad 2329, 2330, 2332, 2341
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship III) 

065

Buncheong Dish with Stamped Design 
and Inscription: “Naeseom” 

Joseon (early 15th century) 
Height  3.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.2cm 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship IV)

066

Buncheong Bowl with Inlaid Bird Design 

Joseon (early 15th century) 
Height  8.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  6cm 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship IV) 

067

Buncheong Bowl with Inlaid Fish Design 

Joseon (early 15th century) 
Height 7.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.5cm 
Waters of Mado Island, Taean (Mado Island Ship IV) 

068

White Porcelain Ritual Vessels 

Joseon (18th-19th century) 
Left Candlestick

Height  22.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.7cm

Right Candlestick

Height  20.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.5cm
Waters of Mado Island, Taean  

069

Sososeungja Guns with Inscription 

Joseon (1588) 
Length  57.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.8cm 
Hym 17099, 17100, 17101
Waters of Myeongnyangdaecheop-ro, Jindo Island

070

Celadon Ritual Ewer 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  48.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.1cm 
Sin 14751
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

071

Celadon Vase with Incised Peony Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  46.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  20.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  11.5cm 
Sdo 375
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

072

Celadon Vase with Dragon-shaped Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  15.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.3cm 
Sin 13169
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

073

Celadon Vase with Handles 
and Peony Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  26.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.2cm
Sin 10075
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

074

Celadon Vase with Garlic-shaped Mouth 

China, Yuan (1271-1368) 
Height  23.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  3.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.5cm 
Sin 6580
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

075

Celadon Ribbed Jar with Lid  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  20.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.1cm 
Sin 14872
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea
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076

Celadon Bowl 
with Embossed Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.6cm 
Sin 5458
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

077

Celadon Bowl 
with Half-embossed Lotus Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.4cm 
Sin 4726
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

078

Celadon Bowl 
with Incised Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  11.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  25.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.5cm 
Sin 10032
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

079

Celadon Bowl 
with Spout and Iron-brown Spots  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.5cm 
Sin 1887
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

080

Celadon Dish with Iron-brown Spots 
and Appliqué Plum Blossom Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  2.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.4cm 
Sin 22231
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

081

Celadon Bowl  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  27.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.9cm 
Sin 4807
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

082

Celadon Bowl 
with Appliqué Fish Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  34.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.1cm 
Sin 20754
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

083

Celadon Bowl 
with Appliqué Dragon Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  35.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  16.1cm 
Sin 324
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

084

Celadon Lobed Ewer 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.9cm 
Sin 7007
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

085

Celadon Ewer 
with Embossed Lotus Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  2.5cm  
Diameter (Foot)  4.0cm
Sin 8963
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

086

Celadon Ewer   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  21.0 cm
Diameter (Mouth)  10.4 cm
Diameter (Foot)  10.2 cm 
Sdo 1238
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea 

087

Celadon Stem Cup 
with Incised Lotus Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.5cm 
Sin 17336
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

088

Celadon Cup Stand    

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.1cm
Sin 15762
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

089

Celadon Incense Burner 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height   11.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  13.8cm 
Sin 66
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

090

Celadon Incense Burner 
with Appliqué Peony Scroll Design  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  15.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  21.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  17.7cm 
Sin 7241
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea  

091

Celadon Basin 
with Appliqué Flower Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  19.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.0cm
Sin 1605
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

092

Celadon Fish-shaped Water Dropper

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  11.3cm
L  Sin 7856, R  Sin 10536
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

093

Celadon Human-shaped Water Droppe  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.3cm
Sin 16671
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

094

Qingbai Jar with Dragon Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  25.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  13.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.5cm
Sin 3
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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095

White Porcelain Maebyeong  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  18.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  6.4cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.3cm
Sin 6671
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea 

096

Qingbai Bowl 
with Mold-pressed Lotus and Fish Design    

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  14.3cm
Diameter (Foot)   5.1cm
Sin 2504
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

097

Qingbai Bowl 
with Mold-pressed Plum Design   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  13.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.3cm
Sin 1843
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea 

098

Qingbai Bowl 
with Inscription: “Susanbokhae”   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  17.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.8cm
Sin 1149
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

099

Qingbai Bowl 
with Inscription: “Baegogmandang”  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  16.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.7cm 
Sin 1874
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

100

Qingbai Dish 
with Embossed Leaf Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  1.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  15.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.9cm
Sin 6701
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

101

Qingbai Dish with Plum Design 
in Iron-brown Underglaze  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  7.5cm
Sin 18359
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

102

Qingbai Ewer  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  9.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.4cm 
Sin 7855
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

103

Qingbai Gourd-shaped Ewer 
with Iron-brown Spots  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  10.9cm
Diameter (Mouth)  1.8cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.6cm
Sin 6676
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

104

White Porcelain Cup 
with Design of Plum with Moon 
and Clouds 
in Iron-brown Underglaze  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  4.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.4cm
Sin 13820
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

105

Qingbai Flower-shaped Cup 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  7.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  2.7cm
Sin 18370
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

106

Qingbai Peach-shaped Cup   

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)   7.6cm
Diameter (Foot)  2.8cm 
Sdo 656
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

107

Qingbai Octagonal Stem Cup 
with Inscription 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)   9.8cm
Diameter (Foot)   3.8cm
Sin 16116
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

108

Qingbai Hexagonal Incense Burner 
with Mold-pressed Floral Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  11.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.9cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.0cm
Sin 6681
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

109

Qingbai Water Dropper Shaped Like 
a Boy on a Water Buffalo  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.0cm 
Sin 6679
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

110

Qingbai Water Dropper Shaped Like 
a Boy on a Water Buffalo  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  7.2cm 
Sin 6845
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

111

Qingbai Bodhisattva

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  22.6cm
Sdo 1722
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

112

Wooden Bodhisattva  

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  28.0cm 
Sdo 23694
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
113

Opaque White Glazed Bottle 
with Incised Peony Scroll Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  29.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  10.2cm
Sin 16212
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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114

Jar with Four Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  41.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  15.0cm
Sin 12802
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

115

Flowerpot

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  20.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  29.1cm
Diameter (Foot)  12.1cm
Sin 7893
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

116

Basin

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.4cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.6cm
Sin 8078
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

117

Black-glazed Bowl 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  6.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.7cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.4cm
Sin 19491
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

118

Black-glazed Bowl

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.6cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  3.4cm
Sin 16868
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

120

Black-glazed Jar 
with Protruding Dots

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.2cm 
Sin 11221
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

121

Black-glazed Maebyeong 
with Sgraffito Peony Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  27.8cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.3cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.2cm 
Sin 12111
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

122

Bronze Bottle 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  19.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.1cm
Diameter (Foot)   3.7cm 
Sin 1990
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

123

Metal Ritual Ewer 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  21.2cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.0cm 
Sin 23817
Sinan shipwreck 
National Museum of Korea

124

Bronze Jue-style Cup

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  13.3cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.4cm
Sin 6640
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

125

Tin Gu-style Cup 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  10.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  18.4cm
Sin 6641
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

126

Bronze Bottle 
with Two Cylindrical Handles 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  23.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.9cm
Diameter (Foot)   6.2cm
Sin 6643
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

127

Qingbai Bottle 
with Two Cylindrical Handles

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  17.4cm
Diameter (Mouth)  4.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.4cm
Sin 15603
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

128

Bronze Bottle with Two Handles

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  18.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  5.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.8cm
Sin 24525
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

129

Celadon Bottle with Two Handles

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  30.2cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  9.0cm
Sdo 2306
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

130

Bronze Incense Burner 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  8.9cm
Width  17.3cm
Sin 23486
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

131

Celadon Incense Burner 
with Appliqué Peony  Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  9.0cm
Diameter (Mouth)  12.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  5.5cm
Sin 972
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

132

Bronze Lion-shaped Incense Burner 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  10.2cm
Length  13.3cm
Sin 6639
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

119

Black-glazed Bowl 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height 4.0cm
Diameter (Mouth) 8.0cm
Diameter (Foot) 3.2cm
Sin 8317
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 
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133

Bronze Ewer

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  19.5cm
Diameter (Mouth)  11.5cm
Diameter (Foot)  8.0cm
Sin 23246
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

134

Tin Cup with Flower Design

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  3.1cm
Diameter (Mouth)  8.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  4.7cm 
Sin 1992
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

135

Tin Lamp

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  5.5cm
Width  15.8cm
Sin 6659
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

136

Bronze Plaque with Cassia Tree 
and Rabbit Design 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  8.9cm
Thickness  0.2cm
Sin 1046
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

137

Bronze Mirror with Fish Design 
and Inscription: “Jahu”

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  10.3cm 
Sin 6644
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

138

Bronze Mirror with a Handle 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  14.3cm
Sin 10315
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

139

Bronze Square Mirror 
with Bird Design

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333) 
Length  17.6cm
Sin 11646
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

140

Chinese Coins 

China (14 CE-1310) 
Diameter  2.5cm 
Sin 11215 
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

141

Ingots

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Left

Length  20.8cm
Width  4.0cm 
Sin 4128
Right

Length  20.8cm
Width  3.8cm 
Sin 4124
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

142

Oval Ingots

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  22.0cm
Width  3.4cm 
Sin 4596, 4609, 4591
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

143

Bronze Weight 
with Inscription: “Qingyuanlu”

China, Yuan (1320)
Height  9.3cm
Diameter  4.5cm
Sin 9937
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

144

Bronze Scale 

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Height  0.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  9.0cm
Sin 23834
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

145

Wooden Ruler 
with Inscription: “Daegil ”

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  24.7cm
Width  2.2cm
Thickness  0.78cm
Sin 23890
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

146

Wooden Tags with Inscriptions

China, Yuan (1323)
① Third Year of Zhizhi (至治三年): Length   17.4cm, Width  2.3cm, Sin 23571 

② Hakozaki (筥崎): Length  19.8cm, Width  2.3cm, Sin 23737

③ Tofuku-ji Temple (東福寺): Length  11.9cm, Width  2.3cm, Sin 23747(5-5)

④ June 3rd (六月三一): Length  21.6cm, Width  2.5cm, Sin 23587
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

147

Wooden Sandal 

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333)
Length  24.0cm
Sin 23303 
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

148

Lacquered Bowl

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333)
Height  6.7cm
Diameter (Mouth)  14.0cm
Diameter (Foot)  6.8cm
Sin 10569
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

149

Japanese Chess Pieces 

Japan, Kamakura (1192-1333)
Length ~3.0cm 
Sin 23942, 23930(3-3), 23902
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

150

Dice

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Diameter  0.9cm 
Sin 19279, 19351, 19478 
Sinan shipwreck
National Museum of Korea 

151

Rosewood Items

China, Yuan (1271-1368)
Length  20.0–225.0cm
Diameter  4.0–45.0cm 
Sinan shipwreck
National Research Institute of Maritime Culture Heritage 

Exhibition Gallery 3
History of World Ships
152

Model of Papyrus Reed Boat 

Egypt (Pre-history) 
Length  141cm
Width  34cm
Height  138cm (scale of 1:10) 
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157

Model 
of Phoenician Merchant Ship

Ancient Phoenicia (11th-9th century BCE)
Length  135cm
Width  35cm
Height  105cm (scale of 1:20)

158

Model of Greek Galley

Ancient Greece (5th century BCE) 
Length  188cm
Width  30cm
Height  83cm (scale of 1:20)

159

Model of Viking Ship 

Denmark and Sweden (8th-12th century) 
Length  117cm
Width  27cm
Height  87cm (scale of 1:20)

160

Model of the Weser Cog

Germany (1380) 
Length  131cm
Width  37cm
Height  114cm (scale of 1:20)

161

Model of Zheng He’s ship 

China, Ming (1405) 
Length  135cm
Width   49cm
Height  69cm (scale of 1:100)

162

Models of the Pinta, Niña, and Santa Maria 

Spain (1492) 

Pinta (left)

Length  62cm, Width  15cm, Height  44cm (scale of 1:50) 

Niña (center)

Length  59cm, Width  15 cm, Height  47cm (scale of 1:50) 

Santa Maria (right)

Length  64cm, Width  17cm, Height  64cm (scale of 1:50)

163

Model of the Dhow

Middle East (7th century to 13th century)
Length  65cm
Width  50cm
Height  22cm (scale of 1:50)

164

Model of Red Seal Ship

Japan (16th century) 
Length  154cm
Width  30cm
Height  100cm (scale of 1:20)

165

Model of a Junk

China, Ming and Qing (14th-20th century) 
Length  98cm
Width  30cm
Height  76cm (scale of 1:20)

166

Model of the Cutty Sark 

Britain (19th century) 
Length  211cm
Width  27cm
Height  128cm (scale of 1:42) 

167

Model of the Mary Rose 

Britain (1545)
Length  167cm
Width  38cm
Height  137cm (scale of 1:40)

168

Model of the HMS Victory

Britain (18th-19th century) 
Length  286cm
Width  60cm
Height  150cm (scale of 1:25)

169

Model of the Vasa 

Sweden (1627)
Length  227cm
Width  36cm
Height  180cm (scale of 1:35)

170

Model of the Clermont 
(North River Steamboat) 

USA (1807) 
Length  100cm
Width  20cm
Height  52cm (scale of 1:50)

171

Model of the Titanic 

Britain (1912) 
Length  135cm
Width  15cm
Height  40cm (scale of 1:200)

172

Introductio in Universam Geographiam 

Johanne Bunone 
The Netherlands (1697) 
Height  23cm
Width  18cm

173

Narrative of a Voyage Round the World: 
Performed in Her Majesty’s Ship Sulphur During 
the Years 1836-1842 

Edward Belcher 
Britain (1843) 
Height  24cm
Width  17cm

174

Description géographique, historique, chronologique, 
politique, et physique de l'empire de la Chine, 
et de la Tartarie chinoise  

Jean Baptiste Du Halde 
France (1735) 
Height  44cm
Width  30cm 

175

A Proposal for Discovering Our Longitude 

Jane Squire 
Britain (1742) 
Height  30cm
Width  25cm

176

The British Mariner’s Guide 

Nevil Maskelyne 
Britain (1763) 
Height  22cm
Width  18cm 

177

Voyages And Travels in All Parts of the World 

John Pinkertons 
Britain (1812) 
Height  27cm
Width  22cm

154

Model of Kayak  

Alaska (Pre-history) 
Length  117cm
Width  15cm
Height  11cm (scale of 1:10)

155

Model of Canoe 

North America (Pre-history) 
Length  183cm
Width  29cm
Height  11cm (scale of 1:5)

156

Model of Egyptian Solar Ship

Egypt (BCE 2550) 
Length  225cm
Width  36cm
Height  30cm (scale of 1:20) 

153

Model of Kon-tiki Raft 

South America (1947)
Length  84cm
Width  52cm
Height  100cm (scale of 1:20)
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178

Voyage de La Perouse 

La Perouse 
France (1797) 
Height  29cm
Width  22cm

179

The Yellow Sea Along the Coast of Corea 

John McLeod 
Britain (1817) 
Height  21.5cm
Width  14cm

180

Account of A Voyage of Discovery to the West Coast 
of Corea, and the Great Loo-choo Island 

Basil Hall 
Britain (1818) 
Height  27.5cm
Width  22.5cm

181

Flags of Maritime Nations 

Secretary of the Navy 
USA (1882) 
Height  29cm
Width  23cm

182

Telescope

Britain (19th century) 
Telescope

Length  72cm
Diameter  6.5cm 
Case

Length  52cm
Diameter  8.0cm 

183

Instruments from
the Hydrographic Office of the UK 

Britain (1930s)
Upper

Length  59cm
Width  25cm

184

Gyrocompass

Germany (20th century) 
Diameter  33cm
Height  12cm 

185

Oak Framed Compass

Britain (20th century) 
Height  33cm
Width  33cm

186

Brass Compass Alidade

Germany (20th century) 
Length  27cm
Width  11cm
Height  13cm

187

Radio Wave Transmitter-Receiver  

20th century 
Length  20cm
Width  12cm

188

Horn

20th century 
Length  66cm
Width  33cm
Height  65cm

Exhibition Gallery 4
History of Korean Ships

Bibong-ri Ship 

Neolithic Age 
Gimhae National Museum 

Bangudae Petroglyphs 

Neolithic Age 
Cultural Heritage Administration, Korea
National Treasure No. 285 

189

Model of Anapji Pond Boat 

Unified Silla Kingdom
Length  121cm
Width  23cm
Height  8cm (scale of 1:5) 

190

Model of Jang Bogo’s Ship 

Unified Silla Kingdom  
Length  318cm
Width  43cm
Height  168cm (scale of 1:5)

191

Model of Taean Ship 

Goryeo (12th century) 
Length  194cm
Width  74cm
Height  160cm (scale of 1:10)

192

Model of Mado Island Ship I 

Goryeo (1207)
Length  81cm
Width  42cm
Height  59cm (scale of 1:20)

193

Model of Jounseon 
(Ship for Transporting Tax Goods)

Joseon 
Length  120cm 
Width  39cm
Height  135cm (scale of 1:14)

194

Model of Panokseon

Joseon 
Length  144cm
Width  44cm
Height  161.5cm (scale of 1:100)

195

Model of Geobukseon (“Turtle Ship”)  

Joseon 
Length  152.0cm
Width   47.0cm
Height  175.0cm (scale of 1:25) 

Collected Writings of Admiral Yi Sunsin 

Late Joseon 
Height - 34.1 cm, Width - 21.6 cm
National Library of Korea 

196

Model of Fishing Boat 
of Ganghwado Island

Korean Empire (1900s) 
Length  166cm
Width  51cm
Height  130cm (scale of 1:50)

197

Model of Fishing Boat 
of Gwanmaedo Island

Korean Empire (1900s) 
Length  163cm
Width  53.0cm
Height  120cm (scale of 1:15) 

198

Model of Angangmang Fishing Boat
(with Stow Net)

Japanese Colonial Period (1930s)
Length  267cm
Width  70cm
Height  195cm (scale of 1:5) 

199

Model of Gwangje Imperial Ship

Korean Empire (1904) 
Length  130cm
Width  18.2cm
Height  45cm (scale of 1:50) 
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